ISSA Member in Russia Holds Successful Conference on Innovations and Traditions in Caring for Children and Families
The 2009 RFED Soobschestvo Conference Innovations and Traditions in Caring for Children and Families in the 21-st Century took place in St. Petersburg, Russia on 5 December, 2009. It was the 10th conference organized for education specialists by the All-Russia Foundation for Education Development Soobschestvo (RFED Soobschestvo). ECD specialists from many regions of Russia attended the conference.  The guests of honor included Lenexpo Deputy Director Tatyana Surkova and State Duma (Russian Parliament) Deputy Andrey Barinov. 
Addressing the conference participants Tatyana Surkova took the opportunity to announce a regular, permanent exhibition called Planet of Childhood which will open at Lenexpo in February 2010. RFED Soobschestvo Director Anna Zolotova presented an Honorary Diploma to Tatyana Surkova.
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In his address to conference participants, Andrey Barinov emphasized the need to “pay more attention to the professional development of staff.”  He noted that due to lack of updates and continuing professional development, many teachers in Russia are still using “obsolete methodologies of the middle of the last century.” He called for increased activities and events in the area of early childhood education and development. 
 

 State Duma Deputy Andrey Barinov addressing the conference participants.
The Russian Duma Deputy emphasized that the country and its government has set ambitious goals for country development. These goals cannot be reached without proper education of our new generations.  He promised to share the outcomes of the conference with national policy makers and stakeholders.
Among the keynote speakers during the plenary sessions of the conference were specialists from Moscow, St. Petersburg, Veliky Novgorod, Staraya Russa, and Vladimirsky Region. The keynotes discussed in particular the new Federal requirements for the general preschool curriculum, the new teacher standards, and effective approaches to inclusive education. One of the plenaries also discussed the joint ISSA and UNICEF Project on mapping ECD resources of Eastern Europe and CIS countries.
After the plenary three roundtables were held: ‘Inclusive education – methods, approaches and practice,’ ‘New requirements and education standards,’ ‘Partnerships for creating a culture where children’s voices are heard.’ 
