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Conclusions and Recommendations resulting from the ISSA Thematic Meeting 
on Pre-service Training of Early Childhood Professionals and Quality ECD today 

 Istanbul, 27-29 June 2011. 
 
The meeting aimed to create a closer partnership between pre-service and in-
service training institutions by developing a common platform for advocating and 
contributing to quality improvement of educatorsΩ preparation and everyday 
practices, as required by newly emerging needs of children, families and societies 
today.  
 
Fifteen countries from the ISSA network were represented at the meeting: 
Azerbaijan, Belarus, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Czech Republic, 
Kazakhstan, Latvia, Moldova, Mongolia, Serbia, Slovenia, Tajikistan, Romania, 
Russia, and Ukraine.  
 
From each country one representative from a higher education institution 
providing pre-service training to future early childhood professionals and one 
representative of an ISSA member organization participated.  
 
The following recommendations were developed through group work and 
discussions around three major topics: 1) pre-service training curriculum for 
future early childhood educators, 2) teaching strategies used in higher education 
institutions preparing future educators, and 3) practicum in early childhood pre-
service training.  
 
Sincere thanks to the Open Society Foundations, represented at the meeting by 
Olena Vinareva, for generous support towards this initiative and to all those who 
contributed to the meeting. We hope that the results of this meeting will provide 
a strong platform for future discussions and cooperation.  

The ISSA Organizing Team 
July 2011 

 
 

With members in 28 countries of CEE/CIS, the International Step by Step 
Association (ISSA) is an international professional association promoting high 
quality education for all children from the early years, through:  

¶ support to educators and organizations 

¶ educational resources 

¶ opportunities for professional development  

¶ family and community involvement in education, advocating for increased 
access, quality and investment in early childhood development1 

  

                                                 
1
 ¢ƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ L{{!Ωǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ, including this meeting, visit: www.issa.nl  

http://www.issa.nl/
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Azerbaijan State Pedagogical University ς Malikmammad Cabrayilov 
Center for Innovations in Education ς Lamiya Sharafkhanova 

 Azerbaijan 
 

City of Minsk ς Irina Jitko 
Belorussian Parents' and Teachers' League "Step by Step" ς Natalia Vasilevici 

 Belarus 
 

University of Banjaluka ς Ivana Zecevic 
Center for Educational Initiatives Step by Step ς Radmila Jusoviic 

 Bosnia & 
Herzegovina 

South-East University, Blagoevgrad ς Mariana Balabanova 
Step by Step Program Foundation ς Emil Buzov 

 Bulgaria  
 

Pedagogical Faculty- Charles University, Prague ς Jana Kargerova 
Chairman of Step by Step Czech Republic Foundation ς Vera Krejcova  

 Czech Republic  

Abay Kazakh National Pedagogical University ς Aziya Zhumabayeva 
Step by Step Community Foundation ς Dina Aijanova 

 Kazakhstan 
 

Riga Teacher Training and Educational Management Academy ς Zenta Anspoka  
Center for Educational Initiatives ς Sandra Kraukle 

 Latvia 
 

Ministry of Education, Higher Education Department ς Nadejda Velisco 
Programul Educational Pas cu Pas ς Cornelia Cincilei 

 Moldova 
 

School of Pre School Education, Mongolian State University of Education ς Batdelger Jamsrandorj 
Mongolian Education Alliance ς Bolor Taivan 

 Mongolia 
 

Petroleum-Gas Univ. Ploiesti, Faculty of Letters and Sciences, Dep. Educational Sciences ς Ioana 
Herseni 

Center for Education and Professional Development Step by Step ς Carmen Anghelescu 

 Romania  
 

Russian Education Development Fund "Soobschestvo" ς Galina Monina 

Russian Education Development Fund "Soobschestvo" ς Anna Zolotova 

 Russia 
 

¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ ¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ CŀŎǳƭǘȅΣ .ŜƭƎǊŀŘŜ ς Nevena Budjevac  

CIP-Center for Interactive Pedagogy ς Dragana Koruga 

 Serbia 
 

University of Primorska, Faculty for Education Koper ς Bogdana Borota 

Educational Research Institute, Centre for Educational Initiatives - Step by Step ς Tatjana Vonta 

 Slovenia 
 

Pedagogical University, Department of Preschool Education ς Madzhidova Bibikhafiza 

Open Society Foundation, Tajikistan ς Lola Boboeva 

 Tajikistan 
 

Kyiv National University named by Borys Grinchenko, Pedagogical Institute ς Maryna Mashovets 
Ukrainian Step by Step Foundation ς Natalia Sofiy 

 

 Ukraine  
 

   
   

State Institute of Early Childhood Research (IFP), Munich - Pamela Oberhuemer  Germany 
   

Mihaela Ionescu, Program Director  Hungary -   
Dawn Tankersley, Program Consultant  ISSA Office 

Zorica Trikic, Program Consultant   
 
 
 

For further information contact us at issa@issa.hu or visit: www.issa.nl 

mailto:issa@issa.hu
http://www.issa.nl/



