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Recently, in London there was a study tour organized with the support from United Nations Children’s Fund UNICEF, Open Society Institute, World Bank, and International Step by Step Association and Institute of Education (University of London) on “Early Child Education and Care”. There were representatives of Tajikistan amongst all other participants too. The journalist from “Omuzgor” met with the group leader, Ms. Karimova, Deputy Minister of Education after the study tour visit and here are her impressions of the tour:
In the work of this study tour besides the team from Tajikistan there were other representatives from the CIS countries like Azerbaijan, Georgia and Kyrgyzstan. In the launch of the tour participants made small presentation on the situation of the early education in their own countries and I also made the presentation prepared by the team. 

Early child education was the general goal of the tour, as it is obvious that education of human being starts from the early stages. It is a fact that countries that invest in the early years they have achieved successes. During the tour we learned that every one dollar investment in child will give back $$7-8 benefit in the future. It was an excellent beginning when professor from Institute of Education, Iram Siraj (by author) introduced the participants with the situation of early child education in London and added that since 1997 the Government of Great Britain has invested in this field over 21 billion pounds. In 2004 the ten years strategy of early child education and care was adopted by the Government of Great Britain. Up to date, there are 1600 preschool institutions in the country and covering 900 000 children of the preschool age. This means that to the end of the strategy implementation there will be 3, 5 million children covered by these institutions. Besides this, there are more than 8 000 schools that offer integrated services for children. Education in England has its own specifics. Children go to preschools or child centers till they are 5 and than after they go to school.

In 2006 there was a “Law on early child education and care” adopted by the Government of England and its implementation was given to the local government which is considered the best strategy. 

To cover the children’s education in early institutions or centers is one of the most significant priorities of the Government in England and this is taking into consideration children from the poor families, immigrants’ children, children with various disabilities. These services are available through professional development of cadres, using various standards of learning and teaching, supporting the private institutions in the field, supporting the young families and other related activities. It is worth mentioning that the budget for the children centers and preschool institutions comes from the government and parents are also ready to contribute some fees as well. In some centers they start at 8:00 a.m. and finish at 15:00 p.m. and if parents want their children to stay longer let’s say until 18:00 p.m. they will have to pay extra budget for that. Mostly they have 10-12 children in the groups and there are 4-5 teachers including prepared care takers available per that group. The teachers and caretakers are highly prepared for these services and have good skills of work with children. It is very important that there are courses available for staff at the centers and the staff systematically learns together with parents at these courses. 

Teachers work with children in an individual basis as well. They have great schedule but it is not compulsory that they have to sleep. 

After the completion of this study tour, our group has come to a conclusion that we have to apply the elements from this study tour in our system, particularly those elements that are appropriate for our conditions. Therefore, we have planned our activities and we do everything to implement that in action.
