
ISSA  Hosts  Successful  2009  Conference  Focusing  on  Effective  Investments  in
Early  Childhood  Development

To  explore  integrated  approaches  to  early  childhood  development  (ECD)  as  the  strongest  foundation  for  well-­‐being
and  success  throughout  life,  more  than  260  early  childhood  practitioners,  researchers,  policy  makers,  and  NGO
activists  from  50  countries  from  Europe  and  around  the  world  convened  in  Bucharest,  Romania  14-­‐17  October
2009,  at  ISSA’s  anniversary  conference  Seeds  of  Change:  Effective  Investments  in  Early  Childhood  for  Enduring
Social  Progress.

The  event  was  co-­‐hosted  by  the  Step  by  Step  Center  for  Education  and  Professional  Development,  Romania,  under
the  patronage  of  the  President  of  Romania,  H.  E.  Traian  Basescu.  The  conference  was  organized  in  partnership  with
and  with  support  from  the  Open  Society  Institute,  and  also  with  the  technical  support  and  participation  of  UNICEF
CEE/CIS  and  the  Romanian  Ministry  of  Education,  Research,  and  Innovation.

Research  shows  that  the  quality  of  care  in  the  first  years  in  a  child's  life  is  crucial  in  ensuring  the  child's  later  success,
quality  of  life,  and  ability  to  contribute  to  society  as  a  responsible  citizen.  Therefore,  effective  investments  in  early
years  programs  are  essential  in  building  future  human  and  social  capital  of  every  country.  Building  on  the  increasing
prominence  of  early  childhood  education  and  care  in  European  policy  agendas  as  well  as  growing  attention  around
the  world  to  the  early  years  as  a  crucial  period  in  the  life  of  a  child  that  impacts  on  the  development  and  well-­‐being
of  nations,  the  ISSA  Conference  focused  on  learning  from  recent  findings  in  neuroscience,  developmental  psychology,
economics,  and  education  and  looked  for  ways  to  build  policies  on  these  results  and  to  integrate  research  findings
into  practice.    Sessions  emphasized  the  links  between  ECD  and  economics  in  the  short-­‐  and  long-­‐term  perspective,
analyzing  current  investments  and  their  impact  on  young  children  and  their  families.  It  was  emphasized  by  several
presenters  that  early  childhood  has  to  be  approached  from  the  interest  of  a  child;  economic  arguments  are  good
arguments  for  policy,  but  economic  efficiency  is  far  from  being  the  only  reason  for  investing  in  quality  early  childhood
education  and  care.

One  of  the  highlights  of  the  conference  was  a  message  from  the  President  of  Romania,  in  which  he  emphasized  the
crucial  nature  of  investing  in  education  from  birth,  stating  that  the  key  principle  of  Romania’s  new  National  Education
Law  is  “education  never  starts  too  early.”    President  Basescu  reflected  on  the  crisis  in  Romanian  schools  in  recent
years,  talked  about  solutions  the  country  has  been  pursuing,  and  recognized  the  ISSA  event  as  “an  opportunity  to
articulate  a  public  debate  on  identifying  and  formulating  flexible  and  dynamic  solutions  to  enhance  the  quality  of
education  at  European  and  international  level.”

In  addition  to  the  President’s  message,  ISSA  welcomed  a  diverse  roster  of  distinguished  keynote  speakers  and
presenters  whose  inspirational  speeches,  presentations,  and  workshops  addressed  the  issue  of  early  years  education
from  many  different  angles.    
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Via  video  address,  James  J.  Heckman,  Nobel  Laureate  in  Economic  Sciences,  University  of  Chicago  (USA)  spoke  about
why  significantly  diverse  and  competitive  early  childhood  education  programs  do  not  suffer  from  the  equity  efficiency
tradeoff,  as  they  all  enhance  the  early  lives  of  disadvantaged  children,  which  leads  to  economic  efficiency.    The  early
lives  of  children  are  the  time  when  the  foundations  for  cognitive  and  social  emotional  skills  are  laid.    The
development  of  these  skills  have  a  very  high  return  in  the  labor  market  and  promote  adult  well-­‐being.  He  debunked
several  misconceptions  which  are  often  used  as  arguments  against  investing  in  early  childhood,  such  as  genetic
disposition  of  disadvantaged  children,  etc.    To  view  the  video  of  Dr.  Heckman’s  speech,  visit
http://www.issa.nl/videos/videos.html.

Peter  Moss  (UK)  spoke  about  education  as  a  community  project  and  public  responsibility  in  his  keynote  presentation
Creating  Places  of  Encounter  and  Collaborative  Workshops.      Nathan  A.  Fox  (USA)  discussed  the  importance  of  early
experience  for  brain  and  behavioral  development  and  their  implications  for  childhood  policy  and  practice.    In  his
keynote  presentation,  John  Bennett  (France)  spoke  on  equitable  and  efficient  financing  of  early  childhood  education.
  Stuart  Shanker  (USA)  presented  the  science  of  early  brain  development  and  its  implications  on  public  policy.    Ene
Tomberg   (Estonia)  stressed  the  crucial  link  between  health  and  safety  policies  and  practices  and  early  childhood
development,  providing  examples  of  intersectoral  cooperation  from  Estonia.  Emily  Vargas-­‐Baron  (USA)  presented
the  results  of  the  Policy  Roundtable  which  preceded  the  conference  (more  information  below.)    

ISSA  also  expresses  its  sincere  gratitude  to  the  following  Plenary  Speakers:  Tunde  Kovac  Cerovic,  State  Secretary,
Ministry  of  Education  (Serbia),  Aleksandra  Jovic,  UNICEF  (Serbia),  Mihaela  Ionescu,  Ministry  of  Education,  Research
and  Innovation  (Romania)  and  Aurora  Ailincai,  Council  of  Europe  (France),  who  showcased  initiatives  supporting  early
education  and  development  in  Serbia,  Romania,  and  beyond.  

The  conference  also  marked  the  celebration  of  ISSA’s  10th  Anniversary.  Special  attention  was  devoted  to  ISSA's
growing  network  of  members  and  partners  from  the  region  and  from  around  the  globe,  especially  noting  their
successes  over  the  past  ten  years  in  creating  and  implementing  child-­‐centered  pedagogy,  respect  for  diversity,  and
access  to  quality  education  for  every  child.

All  keynote  and  plenary  presentations,  as  well  as  presentations  from  parallel  sessions  are  available  at  the  conference
website  www.issa2009.ro.  A  full  program  of  the  event  and  more  information  about  the  organizers  can  also  be  found
on  the  conference  website.

The  Conference  was  preceded  on  14  October  by  a  high  level  policy  roundtable:  Investing  in  Early  Childhood:  the
most  effective  use  of  a  nation's  resources.  For  more  information  about  the  roundtable,  visit
http://www.issa.nl/news_ecdpol.html.

Ten  Years  of  Learning  and  Growing  Together:  ISSA  Celebrates  Its  Tenth
Anniversary
ISSA  was  delighted  to  celebrate  its  tenth  anniversary  at  this  year’s  Annual  Conference  in  October  in  Bucharest,
Romania.    The  anniversary  was  highlighted  during  the  conference  in  a  session  devoted  to  ISSA’s  first  ten  years,  as
well  as  a  special  celebratory  reception  on  16  October,  to  which  all  conference  participants  were  invited.    ISSA  also
marked  this  milestone  with  a  high  level  ECD  advocacy  roundtable  prior  to  the  Conference,  the  launch  of  the
Revised  ISSA  Pedagogical  Standards  Competent  Teachers  of  the  21st  Century:  ISSA's  Definition  of  Quality  Pedagogy
,  and  the  launch  of  a  Handbook  of  ECD  Experiences,  Innovations,  and  Lessons  from  CEE/CIS.
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SARAH  KLAUS,   DIRECTOR   OF   OSI ’S   EARLY   CHILDHOOD   PROGRAM   HANDING  TO   EXECUTIVE   DIRECTOR   L IANA   GHENT   THE  LETTER   FROM

MR.   GEORGE   SOROS   ON   THE  OCCASION   OF   ISSA’S   10TH   ANNIVERSARY.

During  the  special  celebratory  session,  ISSA  was  pleased  to  receive  a  letter  from  George  Soros,  founder  of  the  Open
Society  Institute,  congratulating  the  organization  on  its  achievements  over  the  past  ten  years.    This  letter  was
presented  by  Sarah  Klaus,  Director  of  the  Open  Society  Institute’s  Early  Childhood  Program  and  member  of  the  ISSA
Board.    Ms.  Klaus,  who  has  been  intrinsically  involved  in  the  Step  by  Step  Program  and  the  creation  and  growth  of
ISSA  since  its  inception,  spoke  about  the  history  of  ISSA,  explaining  how  the  Step  by  Step  Program  came  to  exist,  and
sharing  her  recollections  of  the  past  ten  years  of  ISSA’s  development.

ISSA  member  organizations  received  certificates  of  appreciation  from  ISSA  at  the  special  session  to  honor  their
contribution  to  ISSA’s  mission  during  the  past  10  years.  In  addition,  key  partners  of  member  organizations  and
individuals  with  outstanding  performance  from  across  the  network  of  28  countries  in  CEE/CIS,  were  also
acknowledged  and  thanked  via  certificates  of  appreciation.

The  International  Step  by  Step  Association  is  an  outgrowth  of  the  Step  by  Step  Program  initiated  by  the  Open  Society
Institute  (OSI)  in  1994,  as  a  direct  response  to  the  decline  in  social  service  systems  supporting  families  and  children  in
Central  and  Eastern  Europe.    The  program  is  based  on  the  belief  that  democratic  education  in  the  earliest  years  –
child-­‐centred,  inclusive,  individualized,  responsive,  community-­‐based  –  can  prepare  an  adult  population  that  will  be
ready  to  take  active,  informed  roles  in  civil  society.  1

In  1994,  Step  by  Step  Program  leaders  from  15  countries  came  together  in  the  U.S.  to  be  trained  in  the  provision  of
child-­‐centered  pedagogy.  A  team  of  trainers  from  Georgetown  University’s  Child  Development  Center  provided  the
trainings  based  on  methodologies  they  had  created  for  Step  by  Step.    After  the  trainings,  these  Step  by  Step  leaders
returned  to  their  countries  and  began  implementing  the  program  through  national  Soros  Foundations  in  each
country,  in  coordination  with  Ministries  of  Education.  

In  each  country,  5-­‐10  pilot  sites,  public  preschools,  were  renovated,  refurbished  with  new  materials,  and  provided
with  additional  staff  (family  coordinator  and  teaching  assistants),  and  each  site  organized  a  parent  room.    Two  expert
trainers  from  the  US  were  paired  with  each  country  to  provide  introductory  training  and  ongoing  mentoring,  while
the  national  teams  provided  at  least  monthly  mentoring  visits  for  the  pilot  sites.    Over  the  next  5  years,  in  response
to  needs  in  the  countries,  the  program  grew  to  encompass  a  wide  range  of  interventions  that  serve  children  from
birth  through  age  10  and  their  families.  Step  by  Step  gained  respect  for  its  comprehensiveness  and  continuity,  as  well
as  for  its  effective  systemic  implementation  model,  which  links  pilot  programs  with  teacher  training  institutions  and
policy  reform.    Official  permissions  were  obtained  from  Ministries  of  Education,  accrediting  programs  for  widespread
implementation.    Each  year  the  number  of  sites  increased.    The  program  grew  to  include:

center-­‐based  preschool  and  infant/toddler  programs
Primary  School  Programs  (grades  1-­‐4)
Equal  access  for  children  with  disabilities,  Roma  and  other  minorities,  and  children  living  in  poverty
Teacher  education:    pre-­‐service  and  in-­‐service  teacher  training  courses,  student  practicum,  preparation  of
adult  teacher  trainers;
Civic  Participation  in  Education

In  the  coming  years,  as  part  of  the  strategy  for  sustainability  of  the  Step  by  Step  Program,  National  Foundations
began  to  spinoff  the  national  Step  by  Step  programs  into  independent  non-­‐profit  organizations.    As  the  NGOs
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began  to  spinoff  the  national  Step  by  Step  programs  into  independent  non-­‐profit  organizations.    As  the  NGOs
continued  to  implement  the  program,  they  underwent  an  intensive,  hands-­‐on  education  in  non-­‐profit  management.    
With  the  existing  programs  and  new  NGOs,  the  Open  Society  Institute’s  Step  by  Step  program  staff  explored  the
creation  of  an  umbrella  association  to  unite  efforts  of  early  childhood  professionals  across  the  region.

In  October  1998,  in  Dubrovnik,  Croatia,  the  Founding  Assembly  of  the  International  Step  by  Step  Association  (ISSA)
was  set  up  by  the  directors  of  the  26  national  NGOs  then  implementing  the  Step  by  Step  Programs.    The  organization
was  registered  as  a  membership  organization  in  the  Netherlands  in  1999,  governed  by  a  General  Assembly  of  Council
Members  (the  SbS  NGO  in  each  country),  each  with  equal  responsibilities  and  rights,  and  an  elected  Board  of
Directors.    The  organization  was  initially  managed  by  the  OSI  New  York  Step  by  Step  program  staff,  who  helped  guide
the  association  as  it  developed  and  grew.

As  ISSA  began  to  evolve,  developing  its  first  significant  project  –  the  ISSA  Pedagogical  Standards,  first  published  in
2001  –  and  creating  its  first  business  plan,  an  office  was  established  and  staff  hired  in  Budapest,  Hungary.    Sarah
Klaus  served  as  ISSA’s  Executive  Director  for  five  years,  starting  in  2001,  ensuring  that  ISSA  and  OSI  continued  to  meet
each  others’  goals  and  needs,  using  the  strengths  of  both  organizations  to  transform  the  early  years  of  children  and
their  families  throughout  the  region.  In  2006  OSI  ceased  to  manage  ISSA  when  a  new  Executive  Director  and  Program
Director  were  hired.  The  2006-­‐2008  strategic  plan  outlined  a  further  transition  in  ISSA’s  development  and  growing
independence  from  OSI.  

Today  ISSA’s  core  members  are  29  non-­‐governmental  organizations  located  primarily  in  Central/Eastern  Europe  and
Central  Asia.  ISSA,  its  national  NGO  members,  and  OSI  continue  to  collaborate  to  strengthen  early  childhood
education  and  development.    At  the  same  time,  ISSA  has  strengthened  existing  relationships  and  developed  new
partnerships  with  an  array  of  international  early  childhood  organizations  and  networks.

Over  the  years  since  its  inception,  ISSA  has  transformed  into  a  robust,  independent  association  with  broad
international  links  and  partnerships,  management  of  a  significant  roster  of  EU-­‐funded  early  education  projects,  and  a
strong  reputation  as  a  leading  professional  network  for  early  education  and  care  in  the  regions  of  Central  and  Eastern
Europe  and  the  states  of  the  former  Soviet  Union.  ISSA  works  towards  a  future  in  which  every  child  receives  inclusive,
quality  care  and  education,  laying  the  foundation  for  each  child  to  become  active  participant  in  democratic
knowledge  societies.

ISSA  wishes  to  express  its  sincere  gratitude  for  the  Open  Society  Institute’s  continued  support  to  the  organization  and
the  impact  this  investment  has  made  in  the  region.  As  spin-­‐off  organizations,  both  ISSA  and  its  members  have
received  generous  support,  both  monetary  and  advisory,  from  OSI  and  over  the  years  have  developed  close
cooperation  with  OSI  in  a  number  of  programmatic  areas.  Ten  years  after  it  was  established,  ISSA  continues  building
upon  the  substantial  investment  and  success  of  OSI’s  Step  by  Step  Program  and  upon  the  vibrant  network  and
movement  resulting  from  the  program,  with  the  aim  to  improve  the  lives  of  children  and  their  chances  for  success  in
life.

ISSA  would  like  to  extend  warm  thanks  to  Mr.  George  Soros  for  his  continued  support  towards  the  CEE/CIS  region
and  to  early  childhood  development.  ISSA  also  thanks  Arieh  Neier,  President  of  OSI,  and  Liz  Lorant,  former  Director  of
OSI’s  Children  and  Youth  Network  Programs,  for  their  support  towards  the  establishment  of  ISSA.  ISSA  would  like  to
extend  a  special  thank  you  to  Sarah  Klaus,  Director  of  Open  Society  Foundation’s  Network  Early  Childhood  Program,
for  helping  to  establish  ISSA,  and  for  providing  leadership  to  the  association  in  its  first  years  of  existence,  as  well  as
for  her  continued  support  and  input  into  the  development  of  the  network.        

Over  the  past  10  years,  in  addition  to  its  ongoing  partnership  with  OSI,  ISSA  would  like  to  acknowledge  other
organizations  which  have  played  a  significant  role  in  working  with  ISSA  to  improve  the  early  lives  of  children
throughout  the  region.    ISSA  would  like  to  thank  UNICEF,  especially  Deepa  Grover,  Regional  Adviser  –  Early  Childhood
Development,  UNICEF  (Regional  Office  for  CEE/CIS)  for  successful  partnership.  ISSA  would  also  like  to  acknowledge
partners:  Diversity  in  Early  Childhood  Education  and  Training  (DECET),  IBM,  Bernard  van  Leer  Foundation,  the
Consultative  Group  on  Early  Childhood  Care  and  Education,  the  World  Forum  Foundation,  the  European  Early
Childhood  Education  Research  Association  (EECERA),  the  Council  for  Exceptional  Children  (CEC),  Children  in  Europe,
Cooperation  for  the  Development  of  Emerging  Countries  (COSPE),  Sardes  Educational  Services,  and  the  Comenius
Foundation.

There  are  many  individuals  who  have  contributed  expertise,  time,  and  resources  towards  ISSA’s  first  10  years  –  if  we
included  it  here,  the  list  would  be  very  long,  indeed.  Special  thanks  goes  to  those  who  have  served  as  board
members,  consultants,  advisory  board  members,  friends,  and  partners.  Their  contribution  has  been  invaluable  in



members,  consultants,  advisory  board  members,  friends,  and  partners.  Their  contribution  has  been  invaluable  in
helping  the  ISSA  network  find  its  voice  in  advocating  for  and  implementing  programs  to  achieve  quality  early
education  and  care  throughout  the  region.

Most  of  all,  ISSA  would  like  to  acknowledge  its  members  who  are  the  agents  of  change  in  their  countries.  They  have
worked  tirelessly  for  years,  every  day,  to    ensure  that  every  child  has  access  to  quality  early  education  and  care,  both
in  their  own  countries  and  in  the  region.  

1  Special  thanks  to  Sarah  Klaus,  for  sharing  her  recollections  on  the  development  of  the  Step  by  Step  Program  and  ISSA  since
its  inception  at  the  ISSA  10th  Anniversary  celebrations.  When  describing  the  history  of  the  Step  by  Step  network  and  ISSA,  this
article  uses  information  from  Ms.  Klaus’s  presentation.

Members  Celebrate  ISSA’s  Tenth  Anniversary  in  their  Countries
In  addition  to  celebrations  at  the  ISSA  Annual  Conference  in  October,  ISSA  member  organizations  marked  the
anniversary  in  their  countries  by  organizing  special  events  and  by  awarding  certificates  of  appreciation  to  key  partners
and  individuals  with  outstanding  performance.  Here  is  an  example  from  Latvia.

Celebrating  ISSA’s  10th  anniversary  urged  the  Center  for  Education  Initiatives  (CEI)  in  Latvia  to  reflect  upon  the
impact  of  the  Step  by  Step  Program  in  Latvia  and  to  recognize  individuals  and  organizations  whose  outstanding
efforts  and  commitment  ensured  that  the  positive  changes  initiated  in  pre-­‐school  and  primary  education  are
sustainable  and  continue  to  provide  benefits  for  children  and  their  families.    In  late  2009  CEI  was  proud  to  award  ISSA
certificates  of  appreciation  to  8  education  institutions  (3  preschools,  3  schools,  one  university  and  one  municipal
educational  authority)  and  12  individuals.  

Special  events  were  chosen  to  present  these  certificates,  for  instance  the  National  Independence  day  celebrations  in
Pumpuri  Secondary  School  in  Jurmala,  the  Annual  Parents/Teachers  meeting  in  the  pre-­‐school  “Abecitis”  in  Riga,  the
Meeting  of  Valmiera  City  Council  and  Board  of  Education,  and  the  Meeting  of  the  Scientific  Board  of  Daugavpils
University.

These  events  were  covered  by  the  regional  media,  as  well  as  by  announcements  on  the  websites  of  municipalities
and  organizations  involved.  Awarding  the  ISSA  Certificates  reminded  these  communities  and  the  society  at  large
about  the  values  and  beliefs  introduced  in  Latvia  by  the  Step  by  Step  program.  Several  long-­‐term  partners  of  the
program  admitted  that  initially  they  felt  rather  alone  in  bringing  about  changes,  but  were  happy  to  share  that  now
the  ideas  promoted  are  embedded  in  systems  and  there  is  a  critical  mass  working  towards  common  goals  of  quality
early  education.  These  events  were  opportunities  to  celebrate  the  fact  that  the  Step  by  Step  program  has  brought
significant  changes  in  the  Latvian  system  of  education  for  the  benefit  of  children  and  their  families.

ISSA  Launches  Call  for  Papers  for  2010  Conference
ISSA  welcomes  presentation  proposals  for  the  2010  Riga  Conference  Embracing  Inclusive  Approaches  for  Children
and  Youth  with  Special  Education  Needs,  co-­‐organized  by  the  Council  for  Exceptional  Children  (CEC),  the  Division  of
International  Special  Education  and  Services  (DISES),  the  Center  for  Education  Initiatives  (CEI),  and  ISSA.      ISSA  will  be
hosting  the  strand  on  early  childhood.

Practitioners,  researchers,  policy  makers,  and  NGOs  from  Europe,  Central  Asia,  and  North  America  will  be  joined  by
colleagues  from  around  the  globe  to  engage  in  lively  and  informed  discussions  about  the  current  state  of  the
expertise  in  meeting  the  needs  of  children  and  youth  with  special  educational  needs.  This  event  will  serve  as  the
2010  Annual  Conference  for  ISSA.

Cutting-­‐edge  topics  will  include:

Advocacy
Assessment
Behavior  supports
Inclusive  schools
Life  transitions
Policy
Supportive  instructional  strategies
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Features  of  the  conference  include:

Integrating  research  into  practice  and  creating  stronger  links  with  stakeholders
Sharing  innovations  in  creating  inclusive  schools
Learning  about  creative,  comprehensive  approaches
Showcasing  evidenced-­‐based  practices  with  an  emphasis  on  access,  quality,  and  equity
Exploring  opportunities  to  align  inclusive  special  education  implementation  with  the  United  Nations
Convention  on  the  Rights  of  the  Child,  the  United  Nations  Convention  on  the  Rights  of  Persons  with
Disabilities,  and  UNESCO’s  Education  for  All
Participating  in  social  programs,  site  visits,  and  Baltic  region  travel

For  more  information  about  the  conference  and  the  call  for  proposals  visit  www.cec.sped.org/riga.

ISSA  Initiates  ECD  Policy  Roundtable
On  14  October  2009  in  Bucharest,  Romania,  a  Policy  Roundtable  on  Early  Childhood  Development  (ECD)  Investing  in
Early  Childhood:  The  Most  Effective  Use  of  a  Nation’s  Resources  was  organised  by  the  Romanian  Ministry  of
Education,  Research  and  Innovation  and  ISSA  in  partnership  with  UNICEF,  Open  Society  Institute,  and  the  Consultative
Group  on  Early  Childhood  Care  and  Development.  The  event  was  a  curtain-­‐raiser  for  ISSA's  2009  10th  Anniversary
Conference.  Participants  in  the  roundtable  included  leading  policy  makers  and  representatives  of  partner  agencies
from  14  CEE/CIS  countries,  as  well  as  guests  from  other  parts  of  the  world.

The  objectives  of  the  Roundtable  were  to:

Inform  and  support  decision  makers,  by  examining  the  rationales  for  investing  in  quality  ECD  services  for  all
young  children.
Identify  compelling  examples  of  successful  investments  in  integrated  early  childhood  services  and
public/private  partnerships  that  helped  countries  expand  and  improve  their  services;  explore  what  made  these
investments  in  early  childhood  services  more  effective  than  others.
Discuss  possible  funding  mechanisms  and  how  to  mitigate  negative  effects  of  the  current  global  financial
downturn  on  children’s  services.
Formulate  recommendations  which  may  be  used  to  advocate  for  increased  investments  in  accessible,  high
quality,  equitable  early  childhood  care  and  education.

Presentations  from  senior  experts  from  diverse  fields  associated  with  early  childhood  development  were  followed  by
discussions  in  which  delegates  were  invited  to  react  to  points  raised  by  the  experts  and  to  relate  them  to  their
knowledge  of  their  own  country  contexts.  Delegates  showcased  examples  of  successful  investments  in  integrated
early  childhood  service  approaches,  as  well  as  models  of  successful  private-­‐public  partnerships.  

A  Draft  Communiqué  with  outcomes  of  Roundtable  discussions,  including  a  set  of  recommendations,  was  presented
at  the  ISSA  Conference  and  will  be  later  circulated  to  a  wider  audience  of  regional  and  national  stakeholders,  after
more  feedback  is  collected  from  participants  in  the  roundtable  and  the  conference.

Roundtable  Communique  DRAFT
List  of  Participants  in  the  Roundtable
Roundtable  Proceedings  Presented  at  the  2009  ISSA  Conference
Handbook  of  ECD  Experiences,  Innovations,  and  Lessons  from  CEE/CIS
Link  to  keynote  speeches  presented  via  video  by  Nobel  Laureate,  Prof  James  J.  Heckman,  at  the  Roundtable
and  the  ISSA  Conference
Nathan  A.  Fox,  Distinguished  University  Professor,  Department  of  Human  Development,  University  of
Maryland  (USA)      Presentation  is  available  here.
Stuart  Shanker,  D  Phil  (Oxon),  Director,  the  Milton  &  Ethel  Harris  Research  Initiative,  Distinguished  Research
Professor  of  Philosophy,  Pscychology,  &  Education;  Director,  The  Canada-­‐Mexico-­‐Cuba  Research  Initiative;  Co-­‐
Director,  The  Council  of  Human  Development;  Past  President,  The  Council  of  Early  Childhood  Development
(USA)  Presentation  is  available  here

ISSA  Launches  New  Publication  to  Promote  the  Importance  of  Quality  in  ECD
Services
In  October  2009,  continuing  its  work  on  promoting  importance  of  high  quality  of  services    to  support    children's
development  and  learning  in  the  early  years,  ISSA  launched  a  revised  version  of  its  Pedagogical  Standards:  Competent
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development  and  learning  in  the  early  years,  ISSA  launched  a  revised  version  of  its  Pedagogical  Standards:  Competent
Teachers  of  the  21st  Century:  ISSA's  Definition  of  Quality  Pedagogy  during  its  10th  anniversary  Conference.
Competent  Teachers  of  the  21st  Century  is  a  network-­‐developed  set  of  principles  that  promotes  high    quality  of
interactions  and    environment  as  crucial  for  successful  development  and  learning  of  young  children  with  the  focus  on
those  directly  working  with  children.    It  provides  a  framework  for  quality  pedagogy  and  can  be  used  as  guidelines  for
teacher  preparation  and  continuous  professional  development,  supporting  early  years  professionals  from  the
classroom  to  the  policy  level.    Main  values  of  ISSA  are  embedded  in  the  definition  of  quality,  such  as  the  rights-­‐based
approach  to  education,  to  emphasize  the  responsibility  of  teachers  to  implement  inclusive  practices;  the  agency  of
the  child  and  her/his  active  involvement  in  her/his  own  development;  the  young  child  as  a  citizen  today  with  a  strong
voice,  rights,  and  responsibilities;  and  ECD  as  a  basis  for  and  part  of  development  of  life-­‐long  learning  competences.

There  are  seven  areas  outlined  in  the  document:

1.   Interactions,  
2.   Families  and  Communities,
3.   Inclusion,  Diversity  and  Values  of  Democracy,
4.   Assessment  and  Planning,
5.   Teaching  Strategies,
6.   Learning  Environment,  and
7.   Professional  Development.

These  seven  areas  provide  important  principles  for  professionals,  administrators,  and  policymakers  in  order  to
provide  maximum  support  to  children  and  their  families.  This  document  is  also  intended  to  serve  as  a  basis  for
professional  discussion,  building  and  expanding  partnerships,  improving  practices,  and  bringing  change  into  the  lives
of  young  children  in  the  countries  of  the  ISSA  network  and  beyond.

Defining  and  promoting  quality  in  ECD  with  a  focus  on  professionals  has  been  an  important  aspect  of  ISSA’s  activities
and  will  remain  such  in  the  future  because,  as  it  was  mentioned  during  the  ISSA  10th  anniversary  conference,
teachers  are  “the  critical  element  of  quality”  (Dr.  John  Bennett)  and  “guardians  of  our  future  societies”  (Prof.  Stuart
Shanker).

Several  ISSA  Member  NGOs  have  already  translated  this  publication  and  have  started  to  incorporate  its  principles  in
their  activities  as  well  as  to  disseminate  it  among  different  stakeholders  at  national  level.    For  example,  Kosovo
Education  Center  (KEC),  ISSA’s  member  organization  in  Kosovo,  has  already  translated  the  document  and  developed
tools  for  mentoring  and  monitoring  of  teachers’  performance,  closely  linked  with  the  ISSA  principles.  KEC  has  trained
more  than  300  school  principals  and  local  educational  authorities,  who  will  support  teachers  in  improving  their  work.
During  the  Roundtable  Quality  Assurance  in  Early  Childhood  Education  in  Kosovo,  organized  by  KEC  on  December  11,
2009,  it  was  stressed  that  such  an  instrument  is  useful  for  engaging  in  discussion  and  developing  common
understanding  on  what  quality  pedagogy  means.

ISSA  is  currently  developing  supporting  materials  to  accompany  Competent  Teachers  of  the  21st  Century,  including  a
guidebook  for  teachers,  Putting  Knowledge  into  Practice,  and  a  Continuum  of  Examples  for  Improving  Quality  Practice
in  ECD.    The  guidebook  follows  the  structure  of  the  seven  focus  areas  and  discusses:

1.   Why  each  principle  is  important,  including  the  philosophy,  background,  and  research  findings  that  support  it;
2.   Examples  of  what  constitutes  good  pedagogy  under  each  of  the  principles,  and  indicators  of  quality;
3.   How  educators  can  move  forward  to  become  agents  of  change  in  their  schools,  their  communities,  and  their

profession;  and
4.   The  importance  of  quality  experiences  for  children’s  development  and  learning  in  the  early  years.

The  continuum  describes  how  teachers  can  make  a  good  start  in  improving  their  performance,  what  is  evidence  for
further  engaging  in  quality  practice  and  how  to  move  forward  to  sustainable  and  systemic  change  in  the  teaching
paradigm  and  practice.    When  finalized,  the  continuum  can  be  used  to  develop  a  tool  for  teachers’  self-­‐evaluation,
self-­‐improvement,  mentoring  and  training,  as  well  for  assessment  and  monitoring  purposes  by  different  stakeholders.

ISSA  believes  that  national  and  international  stakeholders  and  decision  makers,  the  international  community  of  ECD
practitioners,  higher  education  faculty,  parents,  families  and  communities  can  find  ways  to  use  these  resources.  ISSA
invites  all  stakeholders  to  use  the  principles  included  in  Competent  Teachers  of  the  21st  Century  as  starting  point  for  a
discussion  on  what  we  want  our  societies  to  be  in  the  future  and  what  we  can  do  to  help  our  children  create  and  live
in  such  societies.
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For  more  information  about  Competent  Teachers  of  the  21st  Century  and  ISSA  work  on  quality  pedagogy  contact  Aija
Tuna.

ISSA  Launches  2010-­‐2012  Strategy
The  year  2009  has  been  a  momentous  one  for  ISSA  –  marking  not  only  ISSA’s  10th  anniversary,  but  also  the
beginning  of  a  new  phase  of  ISSA’s  development,  with  the  launch  of  its  strategy  for  2010-­‐2012.    During  two  Council
Meetings  in  2009,  the  ISSA  Council  developed  and  adopted  a  Program  and  Advocacy  Framework  for  2010-­‐2012.  A
Funding  Plan  and  a  Members’  Charter  were  also  developed  to  guide  and  support  strategy  implementation.  

Throughout  its  history,  ISSA  has  supported  a  wide  array  of  programs  that  provide  a  comprehensive  set  of  educational
services  and  advocacy  tools  intended  to  influence  policy  reform  for  families  and  children,  with  a  special  focus  on  the
years  from  birth  through  primary  school.  Ten  years  after  it  was  established,  ISSA  continues  building  upon  the
substantial  investment  and  success  of  OSI’s  Step  by  Step  Program  in  CEE/CIS  and  upon  the  vibrant  network  and
movement  resulting  from  this  program,  with  the  aim  to  improve  the  lives  of  children  and  their  chances  for  success  in
life.  Since  the  time  of  ISSA’s  establishment,  many  countries  in  CEE/CIS  have  made  significant  progress  in  reforming
their  educational  systems.  A  lot  remains  to  be  done  however,  both  in  terms  of  designing  effective  national  strategies
and  in  terms  of  ensuring  their  effective  implementation,  monitoring,  and  evaluation.  It  is  clear  that  there  is  still  a
great  need  for  civil  society  organizations  to  be  involved  in  this  process.  At  the  same  time,  networks  are  increasingly
recognized  as  sources  of  innovation  and  as  effective  mechanisms  for  knowledge  creation  and  dissemination.
Networks  are  also  powerful  instruments  for  policy  changes,  since  policy  is  often  the  result  of  better  knowledge  and
wider  civil  society  engagement.

Over  the  years,  ISSA  has  grown  to  become  the  pre-­‐eminent  ECD  network  in  CEE/CIS.  While  striving  to  continue  to  be
at  the  forefront  of  innovations  in  early  childhood  care  and  education,  ISSA  is  now  positioned  to  broaden  its
membership,  by  engaging  and  supporting  more  civil  society  actors  and  national  coalitions,  in  order  to  have  a  stronger
impact  at  the  national/regional  level  in  pursuing  the  mission.  Beginning  with  the  second  half  of  2010,  ISSA  is  ready  to
recruit  and  welcome  new  Voting  and  Affiliate  Members,  thus  enhancing  the  capacity  of  the  network  to  pursue  its
mission.  

Taking  stock  of  its  current  strengths  and  successes,  and  of  the  changing  environment,  both  internally  and  externally,
after  ten  years  of  existence,  ISSA  engaged  in  a  process  of  re-­‐assessing  the  relevance  of  its  mission  and  of  envisaging
what  kind  of  organization  it  needs  to  be  in  order  to  successfully  pursue  its  vision  during  the  next  10  years.  In  this  new
phase  of  its  development,  the  association  will  expand  to  be  a  broader  professional  and  advocacy  network.  Building
upon  the  network’s  strengths,  by  the  end  of  the  next  10  years  ISSA  envisages  itself  as  an  organization  which:

supports  learning  communities  and  effectively  empowers  various  civil  society  actors  to  play  an  active  role  in
promoting  equal  access  to  quality  care  and  education  in  their  countries
is  a  promoter  of  state  of  the  art  research-­‐based  practices,  supporting  the  development  and  implementation  of
holistic,  comprehensive  approaches  to  early  childhood  development  (ECD)
is  an  advocate  and  resource  both  for  formal  center-­‐based  early  education,  and  for  broader  early  childhood
development  concerns,  which  will  be  identified  taking  into  account  the  diverse  situation  in  the  sub-­‐regions  of
the  wider  ISSA  region
works  together  with  bilateral  and  multilateral  agencies,  as  well  as  with  international  financing  institutions  on
influencing  decision  makers  at  all  levels,  for  the  benefit  of  young  children,  families,  and  communities
is  a  membership-­‐driven  association,  building  upon  and  working  for  the  diversity  of  the  network,  as  well  as
adequately  catering  to  the  diverse  needs  of  its  members

The  first  phase  of  this  new  chapter  of  ISSA’s  development,  the  period  2010-­‐2012,  is  intended  to  lay  strong
foundations  for  the  association  to  become  this  enhanced  vision.

In  this  period,  ISSA’s  overarching  goal  will  continue  to  revolve  around  promoting  inclusive,  quality  care  and  education
experiences  that  create  the  conditions  for  all  children  to  become  active  members  of  democratic  knowledge  societies.
Thus,  ISSA’s  mission  is  to  support  professional  communities  and  develop  a  strong  civil  society  that  influences  and
assists  decision  makers  to:

provide  high  quality  care  and  educational  services  for  all  children  form  birth  through  primary  school  (birth
through  10  years  old),  with  a  focus  on  the  poorest  and  most  disadvantaged
ensure  greater  inclusion  of  family  and  community  participation  in  children’s  development  and  learning

mailto:atuna@issa.hu


ensure  social  inclusion  and  respect  for  diversity.

Strategic  Goals  for  2010-­‐2012

ISSA  will  pursue  the  following  strategic  goals  in  the  coming  two  years,  laying  the  foundation  for  anticipated
achievements  in  the  coming  decade:

1.   Promote  access  and  equity  of  care  and  education  for  young  children  in  the  region  with  a  special  emphasis  on
children  from  disadvantaged  socioeconomic  groups,  from  isolated  rural  areas,  and  from  other  vulnerable
groups,  such  as  ethnic/language  minorities  and  children  with  disabilities.

2.   Promote  high  quality  and  professionalism  in  providing  care  and  education  for  young  children   with  a  special
emphasis  on  development  and  education  in  the  early  years,  and  for  children  of  preschool  and  primary  school
age.

3.   Promote  civil  society  participation,  community-­‐based  ECD  services,  and  parental  education   to  help  ensure
greater  support  for  and  inclusion  of  family,  as  well  as  community  participation  in  children’s  development  and
learning.

4.   Enhance  the  capacity  of  the  ISSA  network  to  deliver  its  strategy  through  developing  the  skills  of  its
membership,  ensuring  good  governance,  practices,  and  management  systems  to  achieve  its  program/advocacy
goals  and  building  the  sustainability  of  the  association  in  the  medium  to  long  term.

ISSA  will  accomplish  these  goals  through:  raising  awareness  of  the  importance  of  quality  care  and  education,
developing  resources,  disseminating  information,  supporting  professionals  and  communities,  advocating,
strengthening  alliances,  and  building  capacity  to  create  conditions  where  all  children  thrive.

Operational  Principles  and  Mechanisms

In  order  to  pursue  its  mission  and  achieve  its  strategic  goals  and  objectives,  ISSA  will  use  three  operational
mechanisms  that  enable  it  to  be  more  inclusive  in  its  approaches  with  its  own  members  and  with  other  partners,
who  share  the  same  mission.  Each  of  these  mechanisms  will  be  used  in  an  integrated  approach  and  in  a  coordinated
manner  for  the  realization  of  the  strategic  goals:

a)  Capacity  Building/Strengthening  Professionalism  in  Education  

develop  and  disseminate  ECD  resources
engage  in  partnerships  and  collaborative  programming,  as  well  as  in  piloting  and  evaluating  projects  for  scale
up
collect  and  disseminate  information  on  trends  and  latest  international  research  findings  on  education  and  on
other  relevant  issues
share  lessons  learned  in  international  policy  and  program  implementation
provide  professional  development  opportunities:  trainings,  conferences,  workshops,  roundtables
promote  cross-­‐regional  cooperation  and  facilitate  horizontal  exchanges  within  the  network  and  across  other
networks,  by  supporting  the  work  of  programmatic  Communities  of  Practice/Special  Interest  Groups  (SIGs)  1,
organized  thematically  or  geographically
offer  technical  assistance  to  members  in  program  and  advocacy  activities

b)  Advocacy  and  Information  Exchange

support  members’  advocacy  efforts  at  national,  regional,  and  international  levels
raise  awareness  among  different  stakeholders  on  issues  closely  linked  with  ISSA’s  strategic  goals
engage  in  coalitions  with  civil  society  organizations  and  other  stakeholders  at  international,  regional,  and
country  levels,  in  order  to  influence  decision  makers  and  advocate  for  access,  equity,  and  quality  of  ECD
services  for  all  children  in  the  region,  with  a  focus  on  economically  weak  and  vulnerable  families
develop  position  statements  on  issues  connected  to  the  strategic  goals
monitor  and  analyze  policies
provide  advice  to  relevant  Ministries  and  national/regional  agencies  to  inform  policy  development

c)  Partnership  Building,  International  Representation  and  Networking

act  as  a  platform/clearing  house  through  regular  on-­‐line  exchanges  and  support  web-­‐based  professional
communities  2
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strengthen  national,  regional,  and  international  alliances  among  members  and  other  stakeholders
support  horizontal  exchange  of  information,  experience,  and  professional  expertise  in  the  network
use  external  networking  to  share  the  network’s  innovations  and  to  bring  expertise  and  ideas  back  into  the
ISSA  network
promote  members  at  national,  regional,  and  international  levels

Philosophical  Foundations  of  ISSA’s  Work

ISSA’s  work  is  firmly  placed  within  the  framework  of  the  UN  Convention  on  the  Rights  of  the  Child  (UNCRC),
Comment  7  on  the  UNCRC,  the  UN  Convention  on  the  Rights  of  Persons  with  Disabilities,  the  Millennium
Development  Goals  (MDG)  and  the  Education  for  All  Goals  (EFA).  In  its  advocacy  work,  ISSA  shares  principles
developed  and  endorsed  by  the  Consultative  Group  for  ECD:  4  Cornerstones  to  Secure  a  Strong  Foundation  for  Young
Children  3:  Start  at  the  Beginning  (early  stimulation,  child  development,  parental  support,  services  for  birth-­‐three),
Get  Ready  for  Success  (access  to  quality  pre-­‐school  services),  Improve  Primary  School  Quality,  and  Include  Early
Childhood  in  Policies.

ISSA  believes  that  the  early  years  are  the  foundation  for  children’s  well-­‐being  and  success  in  life.  As  citizens  today  of
their  communities,  countries,  and  of  the  global  society,  children’s  rights  and  needs  must  be  recognized  and  their
voices  be  heard.  Every  child  has  the  right  to  quality  care  and  education,  including  stimulating  quality  early  childhood
development  experiences  that  honor  his/her  unique  characteristics  and  provide  love,  warmth,  and  strong
foundations  for  positive  and  successful  learning  experiences  throughout  life.  Families  must  be  supported  and
empowered  as  children’s  first  educators,  including  through  encouragement  and  support  from  their  community,  so
they  can  achieve  their  own  goals  and  provide  a  safe  and  nurturing  environment  for  their  children.

These  beliefs  are  incorporated  in  the  foundation  of  ISSA’s  work  to  provide  quality  care  and  education  experiences  for
all  children  through  the  ISSA  Pedagogical  Standards,  Competent  Teachers  of  the  21st  Century:  ISSA’s  Definition  of
Quality  Pedagogy.  Grounded  in  the  belief  that  inclusion  and  access  to  educational  provisions  without  quality  is  of
little  merit,  ISSA’s  understanding  of  quality  is  synthesized  in  its  principles,  which  define  quality  using  the  following  key
elements:  

Equitable  access  to  high  quality  services  for  all  children
Child-­‐centred,  child  friendly,  individualized  teaching  and  learning  that  combines  high  level  instruction  with
support  for  the  needs  of  each  child’s  well  being
Stimulating,  physically  safe,  and  healthy  learning  environment
Involvement  of  families  and  communities
Development  of  skills  and  dispositions  for  lifelong  learning  and  participation  in  a  democracy
Community  engagement  in  public  education
Respect  for  diversity,  inclusive  practices,  and  culturally  appropriate  learning  environments  and  methods
Self  improvement  and  reflection  for  teachers
Systems  of  supportive  supervision  and  ongoing  professional  development

For  more  information  about  ISSA’s  Strategy  for  2010-­‐2012,  please  contact  Liana  Ghent.

1  Depending  on  members’  interest  and  initiative,  SIGs  may  focus  on  areas  such  as:  quality  early  years  care  and  education,
inclusive  education,  parenting  education  and  community  based  education,  promoting  early  literacy,  health  and  nutrition
linkages,  citizenship  education  and  children  participation,  building  schools  as  learning  communities,  etc.

2  Working  in  partnership  with  DECET  and  other  relevant  networks,  ISSA  supports  its  SIGs  to  operate  as  web-­‐based
communities,  using  a  Knowledge  Management  System:  Intranet  and  collaborative  tool.

3  More  information  on  the  CG’s  4  Cornerstones  may  be  found  on:  www.ecdgroup.com

ISSA  and  UNICEF  Partner  to  Map  ECD  Resources  in  CEE/CIS
Building  upon  their  close  cooperation  in  the  CEE/CIS  region,  both  at  the  regional  and  at  the  national  level,  UNICEF
and  ISSA  have  embarked  on  a  new  partnership  project,  which  aims  to  develop  a  Directory  of  Human,  Technical,
Institutional  Resources  in  the  CEE/CIS  Region.      The  Directory  will  include  information  on  whether  these  resources
are  involved  in/prepared  for  emergency  response  and  disaster  risk  reduction,   as  well  as  a  limited  number  of  country
profiles  on  emergency  preparedness.
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This  emergencies  slant  is  in  line  with  recent  thinking  on  the  prevention,  mitigation,  and  response  to  the  negative
effects  of  emergencies  on  children,  especially  young  children.    The  Directory  will  support  and  inform  the  future  work
of  the  two  agencies,  support  the  work  of  their  respective  professional  networks,  and  enable  other  agencies  to  access
information  about  resources  available  in  CEE/CIS.

UNICEF  and  ISSA  recognize  that  a  significant  number  of  young  children  face  critical  risks  in  the  Central  and  Eastern
Europe  and  the  Commonwealth  of  Independent  States  (CEE/CIS)  region  –  a  region  with  a  unique  social  and  political
context.  The  period  of  transition,  which  began  for  most  countries  in  the  early  1990s,  was  accompanied  by  economic
decline  and  the  emergence  of  new  political  economies  which  sometimes  led  to  dramatic  decreases  in  the  provision  of
basic  services.  Recent  economic  development  in  the  region  has  not  been  matched  by  social  development.  Children
and  especially  young  children  are  increasingly  left  behind,  and  deepening  disparities  are  resulting  in  the  increasing
marginalization  of  vulnerable  populations.  Reduced  public  investment  in  young  children,  together  with  poor  capacity
and  the  decentralization  of  accountabilities,  present  long-­‐term  implications  for  child  development,  school
completion,  social  stability,  poverty  reduction  and  national  development.    Reverberations  of  the  ongoing  global
financial  downturn,  as  well  as  gloomy  forecasts  of  an  imminent  “social  recession,”  have  already  begun  to  pose  a  real
threat  to  the  most  disadvantaged  young  children  and  their  families.

Across  the  region,  a  great  deal  needs  to  be  done  both  in  terms  of  designing  effective  early  childhood  strategies  and
of  ensuring  their  effective  implementation,  monitoring  and  evaluation.  While  the  Open  Society  Institute  has  played  a
key  role  in  focusing  attention  on  the  early  years,  it  is  only  of  late  that  development  partners  and  governments  are
beginning  to  pay  attention  to  young  children.  Greater  attention  is  being  directed  to  child  poverty  and  its  implications
for  the  very  young,  as  well  as  the  uniquely  intertwined  health,  development  and  protection  needs  in  the  early  years,
including,  particularly,  the  0-­‐3  years  age  group.    While  a  great  deal  of  pertinent  information  and  evidence  has  been
generated,  the  information  base  is  scattered,  efforts  to  address  young  children  are  fragmentary  and  isolated  and  do
not  result  in  cross-­‐fertilization  or  sustainable  change.  Key  regional  ECD  players  have  limited  information  about
available  resources  that  can  be  invoked  to  reach  the  goals  of  ECD  and  Education.

In  the  last  two  decades  the  region  has  known  a  number  of  emergencies,  with  several  countries  of  the  region
remaining  prone  to  new  emergencies.  “Children  between  the  ages  of  0  and  8  represent  the  highest  percentage  of
those  affected  by  today’s  global  emergencies”  1.  Early  childhood  is  the  most  sensitive  developmental  phase  and
emergencies  pose  particular  challenges  for  young  children;  their  needs  and  rights  are  often  violated  and/or
neglected,  with  serious  consequences  for  their  survival,  growth,  development  and  protection.  In  order  to  ensure  that
there  is  adequate  preparedness  for  emergency  situations,  it  is  critical  to  know  what  human  and  institutional
resources  can  be  mobilized  as  well  as  what  coordination  mechanisms  are  in  place  or  need  to  be  established  in  the
ECD  and  education  sectors.  

Better  understanding  of  the  situation  at  the  national  level  and  clear  data  on  the  resources  available  in  the  region  is
needed  to  assist  efforts  of  coordination  and  cooperation  among  key  players  in  ECD,  education  and  emergencies.    It  is
in  this  context  that  the  Directory  will  represent  a  critical  data  base.

Objectives  of  the  Directory

Identify  and  document  the  existence  (or  lack  of)  human,  technical  and  institutional  resources  in  ECD  and
education  in  CEE/CIS  and  make  this  available  to  a  wide  range  of  stakeholders  in  easy  to  use  form/s;
Facilitate  exchange  of  best  practices,  shared  learning,  increased  coordination  and  cooperation  among  the  key
players  in  ECD  in  the  region.
Promote  the  use  of  ECD  and  Education  expertise  from  and  within  the  region,  and  concomitantly  reducing
dependence  on  external  resources.
Contribute  to  building  capacity  in  the  region;
Strengthen  the  emergency  coordination  capacities  in  the  region  and  further  develop  capacity  for  cluster
implementation,  by  providing  local  actors  relevant  information  and  resources.
Develop  stronger  linkages  between  regular  and  emergency  programmatic  work  and  contribute  to  the  efforts
to  mainstream  emergency  issues  into  regular  programs  in  order  to  ensure  adequate  preparedness  and
response  to  emergencies.

Target  Audiences  for  the  Directory

The  Directory  is  aimed  at  international  agencies,  multi-­‐lateral  organizations,  donor  agencies,  international  NGOs,
national  civil  society  organizations,  academics  and  researchers,  early  childhood  practitioners,  teacher  training
institutions  as  well  as  government  decision  makers  from  the  education,  social  protection  and  finance  sectors.  The
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institutions  as  well  as  government  decision  makers  from  the  education,  social  protection  and  finance  sectors.  The
findings  will  be  shared  widely  with  a  range  of  relevant  stakeholders  and  will  also  be  made  available  on  ISSA’s  website
(and  linked  to  UNICEF  CEE/CIS  website).

Content

The  Directory  will  include  information  about  all  countries  in  CEE/CIS  where  either  UNICEF  or  ISSA  or  both  have
members  2,  including  those  that  have  joined  the  EU.  Such  a  variety  of  experiences  will  provide  wider  options  for  all
stakeholders,  especially  in  the  CIS  region  to  access  relevant  expertise  and  expand  opportunities  to  consult  with  peers
from  countries  that  are  undergoing  similar  social  and  political  changes.

Information  in  the  Directory  will  be  gathered  and  presented  in  four  different  categories:

1.   Human  Resources:  the  Directory  will  list  experts,  consultants,  trainers  on  relevant  topics,  mentioning  their
area  of  expertise  and  available  working  languages.  The  contact  information  and  a  brief  description  of  the
profile  of  the  individual  will  be  included  in  the  Directory.    Capacity  with  respect  to  emergencies  and  support  to
cluster  implementation  will  also  be  recorded.

2.   Technical  Resources:  the  Directory  will  list  training  resources,  publications,  research  studies  and  other  material
developed  locally  or  for  the  needs  of  the  region.  For  all  technical  resources  including  those  available  only  in
the  local  language  a  brief  summary  in  English  and  a  contact  person/organization  will  be  provided.  The  focus
will  be  on  resources  related  to:  pre-­‐  and  in-­‐service  professional  development  of  those  working  in  the  area  of
ECD  (educators,  health  and  social  workers  etc.),  standards  for  measuring  and  promoting  quality  services  in  ECD
and  education,  existing  experiences  of  community-­‐based  services,  parent  education  and  examples  of
engagement  of  civil  society  in  ECD.    Entries  will  include  information  about  resources  from  the  NGO  sector  as
well  as  from  the  public  and  private  sector.    Resources  available  for  emergency  response  (e.g.  important
publications,  kits,  manuals)  will  also  be  listed.

3.   Institutional  Resources:  the  Directory  will  include  information  about  NGOs,  governmental  and  academic
agencies  and  institutions  working  in  the  countries  of  CEE/CIS,  that  are  responsible  for  the  early  years  and  basic
education  (birth  through  primary  school).  In  the  area  of  ECD  the  scope  will  stretch  beyond  the  education
sector  and  organizations  and  agencies  working  in  healthcare,  social  protection  and  welfare  will  also  be
included.  The  capacity  of  institutions  to  respond  to  emergencies  will  also  be  documented.    The  Directory  will
also  include  information  on  major  policy  and  legislation  connected  with  ECD,  initiatives  and  agencies  in  the
area  of  protection  of  human  rights  and  child  rights  in  particular  and  links  to  other  useful  websites.

4.   The  Directory  will  include  a  regional  overview  document  on  the  Education  and  ECD  sectors  within  the
emergency  context.  A  special  section  on  country  profiles  on  emergency  preparedness  will  include  relevant
information  on  the  general  context  and  characteristics  of  the  education  and  ECD  sectors  within  five  countries:
Bosnia-­‐Herzegovina,  Georgia,  Kyrgyzstan,  Moldova  and  Tajikistan.  The  existing  coordination  mechanisms  in
the  sectors  of  Education  and  ECD  for  emergency  preparedness  and  response  will  also  be  documented.

ISSA  and  UNICEF  anticipate  that  the  Directory  and  five  Country  Profiles  will  be  published  and  available  on  the  ISSA
and  UNICEF  websites  in  early  2010.    For  more  information,  please  contact  Eva  Izsák.

1  The  Path  of  Most  Resilience:  Early  Childhood  Care  and  Development  in  Emergencies  –  Principles  and  Practice,  working  paper
of  The  Consultative  Group  on  Early  Childhood  Care  and  Development  and  INEE

2  Albania,  Armenia,  Azerbaijan,  Belarus,  Bosnia  and  Herzegovina,  Bulgaria,  Croatia,  Czech  Republic,  Estonia,  Georgia,
Hungary,  Kazakhstan,  Kosovo,  Kyrgyzstan,  Latvia,  Lithuania,  Macedonia,  Moldova,  Montenegro,  Romania,  Russia,  Serbia,
Slovakia,  Slovenia,  Tajikistan,  Ukraine  and  Uzbekistan.  

ISSA  Member  from  Croatia  Joins  Children  in  Europe  Network
ISSA  is  pleased  to  announce  the  launch  of  the  first  Croatian  language  issues  of  the
magazine  Children  in  Europe  by  ISSA  Member  Open  Academy  Step  by  Step,  who  has
joined  the  Children  in  Europe  (CiE)  network.

The  official  promotion  of  the  magazine  took  place  on  8  May  2009,  with  the  distinguished
guests  Jan  Peeters  and  Ferruccio  Cremaschi,  both  members  of  the  CiE  editorial  board,
participating  as  presenters.  Mr.  Cremaschi  spoke  about  the  history  of  the  magazine  and
explained  the  process  of  its  making,  while  Mr.  Peeters  presented  the  CiE  position  paper
Young  Children  and  Their  Services:  Developing  a  European  Approach.  Mr.  Peeters  pointed
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Young  Children  and  Their  Services:  Developing  a  European  Approach.  Mr.  Peeters  pointed
out  that  Children  in  Europe  will  not  only  be  a  window  for  Croatian  teachers  into  European
early  childhood  practices,  but  also  a  means  to  showcase  what  is  happening  in  Croatian
early  childhood  education  to  European  colleagues.  The  presence  of  many  preschool  teachers  and  principals,  as  well
as  representatives  of  the  local  government  and  Ombudsman  for  children,  demonstrated  great  local  interest  in  the
magazine.

Children  in  Europe  aims  to  reach  professionals  working  with  children  from  0-­‐10  and  those
interested  in  children’s  issues.  It  is  published  twice  a  year  simultaneously  in  16  countries
and  in  15  languages  by  a  network  of  national  magazines.  It  provides  a  forum  for  exchange
of  ideas,  practice  and  information,  explores  the  relationship  between  theory  and
practice,  contributes  to  the  development  of  policy  and  practice  at  European  and  national
levels,  and  celebrates  diversity.

The  Croatian  edition  is  co-­‐funded  by  the  City  of  Zagreb  and  the  Bernard  van  Leer
Foundation.    This  year,  the  Open  Academy  Step  by  Step  has  already  published  two  issues,
Exploring  the  world  and  beyond:  young  children  as  researchers  and  Twenty  years  of
children's  rights.  So  far,  Open  Academy  has  printed  1,000  copies  of  each  issue,
distributing  them  among  preschool  teachers,  education  specialists  (pedagogues,
psychologists  ),  local  government  offices  for  education,  ombudsman  for  children,  and

students  of  faculties  of  teacher  education.    The  response  has  been  overwhelmingly  positive.  As  one  teacher  said,  “it  is
like  a  window  into  European  preschool  education.”

Open  Academy  Step  by  Step  publishes  two  other  magazines  within  Croatia:  Child,  School,  Family,  which  has  been  in
print  since1999  and  is  aimed  at  school  teachers,  education  specialists  working  in  kindergartens,  and  students  of
faculties  of  teacher  education,  and  Child,  Kindergarten,  Family,  which  has  been  in  print  since  1995  is  aimed  to
preschool  teachers,  education  specialists  working  in  schools,  and  students  of  faculties  of  teacher  education.

For  more  information  visit  www.childrenineurope.org  and  www.korakpokorak.hr.

ISSA  Publications
Moving  Forward  Together:  Early  childhood  programs  as  the  doorway  to  social
cohesion.  An  East-­‐West  Perspective
This  book,  to  be  published  by  Cambridge  Scholars  Publishing  (United  Kingdom)  in  2010,  is  an  edited  volume  of  peer
reviewed  papers  based  on  the  ideas  presented  during  the  17th  EECERA  Conference  Exploring  Vygotsky’s  Ideas:
Crossing  Borders,  hosted  by  ISSA  in  Prague,  September  2007.    The  main  focus  of  the  book  is  to  illuminate  how  the
Russian  psychologist  Lev  Vygotsky  has  influenced  early  childhood  education  in  both  western  and  eastern  contexts,
and  how  his  work  has  represented  a  seminal  approach  to  the  globalisation  of  ideas  –  long  before  that  concept
became  part  of  the  public  discourse.    The  book  is  edited  by  Aija  Tuna,  ISSA  Program  Director  and  Jacqueline  Hayden,
Professor  of  Early  Childhood  and  Social  Inclusion,  Macquarie  University  (Australia).

Compendium  of  Successful  Early  Childhood  Development
Innovations
The  Handbook  of  ECD  Experiences,  Innovations,  and  Lessons  from  CEE/CIS,  distributed  to
participants  of  the  ECD  Policy  Roundtable  hosted  by  the  Romanian  Ministry  of  Education,
Research  and  Innovation  and  ISSA  on  14  October  2009:  Investing  in  Early  Childhood:  The  Most
Effective  Use  of  a  Nation’s  Resources,  showcases  successful  early  childhood  development
(ECD)  investments  and  public/private  partnerships  of  the  countries  represented  at  the
roundtable.    The  objectives  of  the  Compendium  are  to  share  national  achievements  and  to
inspire  all  countries  in  the  region  to  consider  new  ways  of  improving  and  expanding  integrated
ECD  services.  
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ISSA  Participation  in  International  Initiatives
ISSA  Joins  Work  of  UNA  Learning  Group  on  Program  Development  in  Contexts
of  Ethnic  Divisions
Zorica  Trikic  (Center  for  Interactive  Pedagogy  CIP,  Serbia)  was  invited  to  participate  in  the  work  of  the  Learning
Group  on  Program  Development  in  Contexts  of  Ethnic  Divisions  as  ISSA’s  representative.    This  Learning  Group  is  –
together  with  five  other  Learning  Groups  –  part  of  UNA  ,  a  global  network  on  children  and  ethnic  diversity,  formerly
known  as  the  Joint  Learning  Initiative  for  Children  and  Ethnic  Diversity.

Members  of  this  learning  group  are:  Ileana  Seda-­‐Santana  (Universidad  Nacional  Autónoma  de  México),  Michel
Vandenbroeck(Department  of  Social  Welfare  Studies,  Ghent  University,  Belgium,  Zvi  Bekerman  (School  of  Education,
Melton  Center,  Hebrew  University,  Jerusalem),  John  Bennett(Senior  consultant  for  UNICEF/OSI/REF  research  on  ECCE
for  Roma  children,  France),  Karina  Davis  (Centre  for  Equity  and  Innovation  in  Early  Childhood,  University  of
Melbourne,  Australia),  Silvia  Helena  Koller  (Universidad  Federal  do  Rio  Grande  do  Sul,  Porto  Allegre,  Brazil),  
Mugyeong  Moon  (Korea  Institute  of  Child  Care  and  Education,  Seoul,  Korea),  Rebeca  Puche  Navarro  (Universidad  del
Valle,  Cali,  Colombia),  and    Rita  Swinnen(Consultant,  The  Netherlands).

The  main  task  of  this  learning  group  is  to  develop  two  working  papers.  The  draft  of  the  first  working  paper  is  already
developed  and  it  draws  on  scholarly  literature,  as  well  as  “grey  literature”,  and  on  the  years  of  experience  of  the
members  of  this  Learning  Group.  The  aim  of  this  working  paper  is  to  explore  possibilities  of  innovative  programs  in
early  childhood  education  to  reduce  ethnic  divisions.  The  second  working  paper  will  be  developed  in  2010  and  will
address  the  capabilities  of  “actors  of  change”,  early  years  professionals.  The  first  meeting  of  the  learning  group  was
held  in  Ghent  (Belgium)  in  April  2009.  During  the  meeting,  a  conference  was  held  where  all  members  had  the
opportunity  to  present  their  work  and  to  discuss  with  the  audience  –  students  and  researchers  from  Belgium  and
other  countries.  The  second  meeting  of  this  Learning  Group  will  be  organized  in  Mexico  in  January  2010.  The  closing
meeting  of  all  UNA  Learning  Groups  will  be  organized  in  May  2010.

Participation  in  this  group  is  very  important  for  ISSA,  because  programs  and  initiatives  from  the  ISSA  network  are
used  as  examples  of  good  practice,  and  are  therefore  visible  internationally.    On  the  other  hand,  all  materials
developed  as  part  of  the  work  of  this  learning  group  will  be  shared  in  the  ISSA  network,  thus  bringing  new  ideas,
resources,  and  contacts  to  the  network.

For  more  information  about  this  Learning  Group,  please  contact  Zorica  Trikic.

ISSA  Joins  Work  of  UNA  Learning  Group  on  Social  Inclusion  and  Early  Childhood
Programs
ISSA  was  invited  to  join  an  additional  UNA  Learning  Group,  Social  Inclusion  and  Early  Childhood  Programs,  which
investigates  how  to  ensure  sustainability  once  good  practice  has  been  established.  While  other  UNA  Learning  Groups
address  aspects  of  children  and  enthnic  diversity  from  the  perspective  of  program  development  and  evaluation,  this
group  focuses  on  developing  understanding  of  the  wider  social,  political  and  economic  context  of  early  childhood
services  internationally,  particularly  with  the  aim  of  developing  wider  strategies  to  engage  governments  and  other
national  and  international  organizations  to  promote  and  support  the  design  and  delivery  of  early  childhood  programs
aimed  at  addressing  racial  and  ehnic  divisions  and  conflict.

ISSA  has  been  invited  to  join  other  members  of  this  Learning  Group:  representatives  of  Fundacion  Dos  Mundos,
UNICEF,  ChildFund  International,  Bernard  van  Leer  Foundation,  Macquarie  University,  Columbia  University,  and  Plan
International.  Liana  Ghent,  Executive  Director  of  ISSA  attended  the  first  meeting  of  the  Learning  Group,  hosted  by
Macquarie  University  in  Sydney,  Australia  between  9-­‐13  September  2009,  where  three  working  groups  were  set  up
to  explore  how  to  influence  civil  society  and  political  landscapes  through  an  ECD  lens.  In  one  of  these  working  groups,
ISSA  and  Plan  International  are  preparing  a  working  paper  looking  at  how  umbrella  organizations  support  their
constituency  to  design  and  deliver  programs  which  target  social  inclusion  and  respect  for  diversity.  In  this  working
paper,  ISSA  and  Plan  describe  their  approach  to  promoting  social  inclusion  and  present  case  studies  from  the  field,
showing  how  they  benefitted  from  the  support  of  an  international  NGO  (Plan)  and  an  international  professional
association  (ISSA).

ISSA’s  case  study  is  a  project  carried  out  by  the  Center  for  Interactive  Pedagogy  (CIP),  ISSA’s  member  organization  in
Serbia,  in  partnership  with  International  Child  Development  Initiatives  (ICDI)  from  The  Netherlands  and  5  other  NGOs
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Serbia,  in  partnership  with  International  Child  Development  Initiatives  (ICDI)  from  The  Netherlands  and  5  other  NGOs
as  local  partners.  The  project  focuses  on  five  of  the  most  disadvantaged  municipalities  in  Serbia,  reaching  out  to
children  aged  0-­‐6  from  disadvantaged  groups  (ethnic  minorities,  children  with  special  needs,  children  from  foster
families)  with  special  attention  to  Roma  communities.  Involving  different  stakeholders,  the  project  works  through
awareness  raising,  capacity  building,  and  networking.  The  working  paper  outlines  not  only  the  approach,  lessons
learned,  and  gaps  identified  in  the  project,  but  also  how  it  benefitted  from  the  fact  that  CIP,  as  ISSA  member,  is  part
of  a  professional  association.  

For  more  information  about  this  Learning  Group,  please  contact  Liana  Ghent.

ISSA  Joins  EU  Civil  Society  Platform  to  Promote  Multilingualism
On  23  October  2009  the  Multilingualism  Policy  Unit  at  the  Directorate  General  for  Education  and  Culture  of  the
European  Commission  hosted  the  launch  and  first  meeting  of  the  new  Civil  Society  Platform  to  promote
multilingualism.  The  platform  consists  of  non-­‐governmental  civil  society  organisations  and  media  representatives;
members  were  selected  through  an  application  process.  Aija  Tuna,  ISSA  Program  Director,  attended  this  meeting.

The  aim  of  the  platform  is  to  create  a  forum  for  the  exchange  of  best  practices  for  civil  society  stakeholders,
gathering  relevant  information  from  culture,  non-­‐formal  and  informal  education  and  learning  sectors,  and  the  media
to  contribute  to  bringing  multilingualism  closer  to  citizens.

This  structured  dialogue  should:

Complement  existing  consultation  processes  (such  as  online  consultations,  public  hearings,  etc);
Encourage  various  interested  actors  in  language  policy  to  work  in  a  more  trans-­‐sectoral  way  and  to  better
structure  and  organise  themselves  at  EU  level;
Help  interested  stakeholders  to  formulate  recommendations  with  a  view  to  contributing  to  the  development
of  a  multilingualism  policy  in  Europe;
Provide  opportunities  for  these  recommendations  to  be  presented  to  the  European  Commission  and  the
Member  States.

It  was  agreed  that  the  civil  society  platform  should  concentrate  its  work  on  the  three  main  objectives  of  the  2008
Communication:

raise  awareness  of  the  value  and  opportunities  of  the  EU's  linguistic  diversity;
encourage  the  removal  of  barriers  to  intercultural  dialogue  and  social  inclusion;
achieve  the  Barcelona  objective  to  communicate  in  two  foreign  languages.

The  platform  plans  to  provide  input  for  an  EU  language  conference  in  2011  as  well  as  to  prepare  recommendations
for  future  planning  processes.

The  meeting  started  with  a  keynote  speech  by  Commissioner  for  Multilingualism  Mr.  Leonard  Orban.  Mentioning
that  language  is  a  part  of  cultural  identity  and  recognizing  languages  as  crucial  bridges  among  cultures,  he
emphasized  the  importance  of  promoting  multilingualism  for  social  cohesion  and  intercultural  dialogue  in  Europe.
Other  main  messages  emphasized  following  aspects:

Alongside  support  for  migrants  to  learn  the  language  of  the  host  country  as  one  of  the  priorities,  migrants
should  also  have  the  chance  to  learn  and  cultivate  their  own  native  language;
Media  outlets  and  new  technologies  in  particular  have  the  potential  to  open  channels  for  intercultural
communication  and  dialogue;
Multilingualism  policy  includes  all  languages,  official,  regional,  minority,  and  migrant  languages;
Language  learning  is  for  all  citizens  at  all  times  throughout  their  lives;
There  is  a  link  among  prosperity,  employability,  and  multilingualism;

Attention  to  early  language  learning  is  growing  and  the  Commission  is  planning  a  public  campaign  to  raise  awareness
of  parents  of  young  children  regarding  this  topic.  As  has  been  learned  well  in  business  and  by  politicians,  ‘you  can  buy
almost  everything  in  English,  but  if  you  want  to  sell  –  it  is  better  to  learn  the  language  of  your  potential  customer.’

Commissioner  Orban  reminded  participants  that  the  Commission  will  act  in  the  role  of  facilitator  and  looks  forward
to  the  creative,  successful,  and  independent  work  of  the  platform  in  supporting  an  open  method  of  coordination
which  involves  all  governments.
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The  Director  for  Culture,  Multilingualism,  and  Communication  Vladimir  Sucha  described  the  purpose  of  the
platform,  emphasizing  that  the  platform  must  be  run  by  its  members,  as  the  networks  will  bring  their  members’
voices  to  the  EC;  the  platform  should  come  up  with  proposals  by  September  2010  in  order  to  influence  the  decision-­‐
making  process  at  open  method  coordination-­‐OMC  and  the  EU  level  and  the  design  of  the  financial  instruments  (new
generation  of  funding  programmes  2014-­‐2020);  in  this  regard  the  networks’  potentials  and  inputs  are  very  important.

During  the  meeting,  Mr.  Uwe  Mohr  from  EUNIC  was  unanimously  elected  to  serve  as  Chairman  of  the  Platform.

After  in-­‐depth  discussion  three  working  groups  were  established:

1.   education  (including  language  learning,  minority  languages,  lesser  used  languages,  early  language  learning,
motivation,  and  promotion);  Chair:  Cor  van  der  Meer  (Mercator)

2.   linguistic  diversity  and  social  inclusion  (minorities,  host  country  language  learning,  intercultural  dialogue);
Chairs:  Miguel  Ángel  Martín  Ramos  (Yuste)  and  Davyth  Hicks  (EBLUL)

3.   translation  and  terminology  (literary  translation,  subtitling,  culture,  terminology);  Chairs:  Peter  Bergsma
(RECIT),  Martin  de  Haan  (CEATL),  Myriam  Diocaretz  (European  Writers’  Council)

ISSA  applied  to  contribute  to  the  work  of  the  first  and  second  groups  offering  the  network’s  resources  and
experience  in  promoting  early  literacy,  second  language  learning,  diversity,  inclusion,  and  social  justice.

The  participation  of  ISSA  in  such  a  platform  is  crucial,  as  it  promotes  the  importance  of  language  policies  from  the
point  of  view  of  early  years  and  vulnerable  groups,  as  well  as  bringing  in  expertise  from  new  member  countries.  From
the  ISSA  members’  point  of  view,  this  is  another  wonderful  opportunity  to  promote  our  goals  and  expertise  as  well  as
to  learn  about  other  approaches  and  resources,  experience  in  campaigning,  information  on  trends  and  developments,
and  building  bases  for  new  potential  partnerships  at  the  national  and  European  levels  and  beyond.

It  is  planned  that  members  of  the  Platform  will  meet  twice  in  2010  with  representatives  from  the  Commission  and
will  work  in  the  groups  using  a  virtual  platform  in  order  to  share  information  and  prepare  recommendations  for  the
Commission.  

More  information  and  the  list  of  the  members  of  the  Platform  can  be  found  at
http://ec.europa.eu/education/languages/news/news3686_en.htm

Suggestion  for  further  reading:  A  Rewarding  Challenge.  How  the  multiplicity  of  languages  could  strengthen  Europe.
Proposals  from  the  Group  of  Intellectuals  for  Intercultural  Dialogue  set  up  at  the  initiative  of  the  European
Commission.  Brussels,  2008  http://ec.europa.eu/education/policies/lang/doc/maalouf/report_en.pdf

For  more  information,  please  contact  Aija  Tuna  at  atuna@issa.hu.

ISSA  Participates  in  Roma  Decade  Meeting  on  Preschool  and  Transition  to
Primary
  Between  19-­‐20  November  2009  in  Poprad,  Slovak  Republic,  ISSA  Executive  Director  Liana  Ghent  represented  ISSA  at
a  Decade  of  Roma  Inclusion  Meeting:  Creativity  and  Innovation  in  the  Education  of  Children  from  Socially
Disadvantaged  Backgrounds.  Sponsored  by  the  Decade’s  Presidency  of  the  Slovak  Republic,  the  objective  of  the
meeting  was  to  present  creative  and  innovative  practices  in  the  educational  process  of  children  and  pupils  from
socially  disadvantaged  backgrounds,  as  well  as  to  share  knowledge  and  experiences  from  the  integrated  education  of
Roma  children  and  pupils.

The  main  topic  of  discussion  throughout  the  meeting  was  equal  access  to  education,  with  a  focus  on  pre-­‐school
education  and  the  entry  of  children  to  primary  education.  The  meeting  began  with  presentations  on  three  main
topics,  which  were  followed  by  parallel  discussions  in  working  groups:

Key  points  and  models  of  effective  experience  (practice)  that  are  compatible  with  anti-­‐discrimination,
integration  and  human  rights
Effect  of  the  environment  on  the  learning  of  Roma  children  and  youth:  the  role  of  the  main  factors  of
education  and  training  (self-­‐government,  parents,  school,  community,  etc.)
Formal  and  informal  education  (tools  and  factors)

Liana  Ghent  presented  From  Tacit  to  Explicit:  Nonformal  and  formal  education  as  key  factors  for  meaningful
learning;  Resources,  Experience,  and  Approaches  from  ISSA.    Emphasizing  the  intrinsic  value  of  each  aspect  of  the
“Golden  Triangle  1”  of  formal,  informal,  and  non-­‐formal  ECD,  Ms.  Ghent  discussed  ISSA’s  initiatives,  experiences,  and
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“Golden  Triangle  1”  of  formal,  informal,  and  non-­‐formal  ECD,  Ms.  Ghent  discussed  ISSA’s  initiatives,  experiences,  and
knowledge  gained  from  work,  not  only  with  Roma,  but  across  the  spectrum  of  ECD  over  the  past  decade.    Ms.  Ghent
concluded  that  because  Roma  children  are  entitled  to  high  quality  learning  and  development  experiences  which
focus  on  the  development  of  the  whole  child  and  not  just  academic  competences  in  the  early  years,  ISSA’s  key
messages  to  the  group  were:

Roma  communities  and  families  should  be  supported  to  nurture  and  expand  the  potential  of  children  and
channel  it  to  successful  formal  learning,  with  a  special  emphasis  on  very  young  children  (birth  to  3).  
Comprehensive  services  must  incorporate  culture  and  the  needs  of  families.
Preparation  for  school  is  not  about  a  single  year  preparatory  class  –  it  is  a  blend  of  diverse  forms  and
experiences  of  informal,  nonformal,  and  formal  education,  building  the  basis  for  successful  learning
throughout  life.  
Placing  Roma  children  in  special  schools  is  a  denial  of  the  right  to  an  education  which  supports  development
to  their  full  potential
Caregivers,  teachers,  and  decision  makers  with  “right  minds  and  right  hearts”  will  make  a  difference.  Pre-­‐
service  and  in-­‐service  trainings,  competences  to  work  in  multicultural  context  are  needed,  as  well  as  policies
supporting  good  practices  for  the  benefit  of  all  children.

The  outcome  of  the  international  specialized  seminar  will  be  the  issue  of  a  collective  volume  of  reports,  contributions,
and  final  recommendations  in  both  Slovak  and  English  languages,  to  be  published  in  early  2010.  ISSA  ISSA  is
contributing  an  article  to  this  publication.

For  more  information  contact  Liana  Ghent  at  lghent@issa.hu.

1  term  defined  by  Nico  Van  Oudenhoven  and  Rona  Jualla

ISSA  Sends  Envoys  to  Participate  in  the  International  Working  Group  on  Peace
Building  with  Young  Children
During  ISSA’s  Council  Meeting  in  Antalya,  June  2009,  Siobhan  Fitzpatrick,  ISSA  Board  President  and  director  of  Early
Years  -­‐  the  organisation  for  young  children,  invited  ISSA  to  send  two  envoys  to  participate  in  the  work  of  the
International  Working  Group  on  Peace  Building  with  Young  Children.  Yuliya  Karimova  (Center  for  Innovations  in
Education,  Azerbaijan)  and  Zorica  Trikic  (Center  for  Interactive  Pedagogy  CIP,  Serbia)  were  selected  by  the  ISSA  Board
to  be  ISSA’s  representatives.

The  Working  Group  started  in  Athens  in  2001  (under  the  umbrella  of  the  World  Forum)  as  a  result  of  a  presentation
around  peace  building  with  young  children.    Working  Team  Belfast  2004  saw  the  initiation  of  the  working  group  with
13  members.    A  further  meeting  took  place  in  Manizales  and  then  later  in  Kuala  Lumpur  where  a  three  year  strategic
plan  was  developed.    This  piece  of  work  led  to  this  working  group  joining  the  Joint  Learning  Initiative  for  Children  and
Ethnic  Diversity,  recently  renamed  UNA.    Funding  for  the  Working  Group  on  Peace  Building  with  Young  Children  had
been  mixed,  and  an  opportunity  to  apply  for  European  funding  became  available.    Early  Years  was  successful  in
securing  Peace  3  funding,  which  will  allows  the  work  of  the  group  to  continue  for  a  further  three  years  and  support
the  participation  of  20  members  to  attend  two  meetings  per  year.    The  work  aims  to  develop  a  programmatic  tool,
develop  and  pilot  a  Masters  Programme,  and  develop  advocacy  tools  and  publications.  

Members  of  the  group  are  early  childhood  specialists,  teachers,  practitioners,  and  academics  from  Northern  Ireland,
Nepal,  South  Africa,  Colombia,  Iraq,  Serbia,  Albania,  USA,  Palestine,  Chad,  Rwanda,  Philippines,  Lebanon,  El  Salvador,
Israel,  Azerbaijan,  and  Papua  New  Guinea.  

Representing  the  ISSA  network,  Ms.  Trikic  attended  a  recent  meeting  of  this  working  group  in  Cali,  Colombia  2-­‐7
November  2009.  During  the  first  two  days  the  group  developed  a  plan  of  action  for  their  work;  after  that  members  of
the  group  attended  the  Conference  Foro  Mundial  de  Grupos  de  Trabaho  Primera  Infancia  -­‐  Sociedad  Civil  -­‐  Estado.  

Participation  in  this  working  group  will  be  useful  for  the  whole  ISSA  network,  since  specific  programs  implemented  by
ISSA  members  will  be  presented  and  all  materials  and  resources  acquired  and  developed  during  the  process  will  be
shared  among  members.  The  first  task  to  be  accomplished  by  Yuliya  Karimova  and  Zorica  Trikic  will  be  to  map  the
programs  in  the  ISSA  network  which  are  targeting  peace  building  with  young  children  and  develop  case  studies.  The
next  meeting  of  this  working  group  is  planned  for  the  beginning  of  2010  and  will  be  held  in  Jordan.
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For  more  information  about  the  working  group,  please  contact  Zorica  Trikic.

ISSA  Participates  in  Eurochild  6th  Annual  Conference
ISSA  has  been  a  member  of  Eurochild  since  2008.  Aija  Tuna,  ISSA  Program  Director,  represented  ISSA  at  Eurochild’s
6th  Annual  Conference:  Monitoring  Child  Well-­‐being:  better  policy  and  practice,  in  Cyprus,  11-­‐13  November  2009.  
The  main  message  of  the  conference  was  that  the  morality  of  any  society  is  tested  through  what  it  does  for  its
children.  Children  are  legal  entities  with  their  own  voice  that  should  be  heard  and  taken  into  account;  they  are  not
subjects  for  protection  only  and  indicators  are  not  only  for  chasing  numbers  but  for  understanding  situations  and
planning  next  steps.

Ms.  Tuna  participated  in  a  workshop  specifically  devoted  to  early  years  education  and  care  –  the  topic  of  one  of  the
Eurochild  Thematic  Working  Groups  of  which  ISSA  is  a  member.  Ms.  Tuna  contributed  expertise  from  the  region  of
the  ISSA  Network.  Two  excellent  presentations  were  made  during  the  workshop  by  Aldo  Fortunati,  La  Bottega  di
Geppetto,  President,  Early  Childhood  Research  and  Documentation  Centre,  Italy  and  Anastasia  Houndoumadi,
SCHEDIA  –  Centre  for  Artistic  and  Pedagogical  Training,  Athens,  Greece,  member  of  the  DECET  network–  Diversity  in
Early  Childhood  Education  and  Training.  Aldo  Fortunati  emphasized  the  belief  that  education  of  young  children
should  be  a  community  project,  using  examples  of  communities  in  Italy  where  this  is  the  case.  He  advocated  for  “a
universally  available  service  that  is  conceptualized  as  a  public  responsibility  and  one  that  attests  to  the  virtuous
relationship  that  can  be  established  between  the  recognition  of  children’s  protagonism,  community  participation  and
public  policy,  at  a  time  when  policies  persist  in  taking  directions  that  are  predominantly  different  from  those  of  the
children.”

It  was  agreed  during  the  conference,  that  measurement  and  indicators  are  at  the  heart  of  improving  performance  in
policy  and  practice.  Unless  we  measure  an  issue  or  problem,  chances  are  it  will  be  ignored  and  nothing  will  get  done.
Child  well-­‐being  is  notoriously  difficult  to  measure,  but  there  are  more  and  more  examples  of  where  it  is  being  done
with  good  effect  on  policy  development.  This  conference  was  framed  within  the  European  Union’s  Social  Inclusion
agenda  which  has  identified  the  eradication  of  child  poverty  by  breaking  the  cycle  of  intergenerational  inheritance  as
one  of  its  key  objectives.  To  help  achieve  this  goal,  the  EU  monitors  income  poverty  and  material  deprivation,  and
there  are  plans  to  develop  common  indicators  that  better  reflect  child  well-­‐being.  The  objective  of  this  conference
was  to  feed  into  that  debate.  The  EU  social  inclusion  agenda  also  aims  to  bring  about  policy  change  through  mutual
learning  and  exchange  of  practice  across  Member  States.  This  conference  offered  the  platform  to  share  how
indicators  are  being  used:  in  policy  development  at  national  and  regional  level,  in  advocating  for  children’s  rights  and
well-­‐being,  in  improving  practice,  and  setting  standards  in  service  delivery  to  families  and  children.

For  more  information  about  the  conference  contact  Aija  Tuna  or  visit  www.eurochild.org.

ISSA  Contributes  to  Discussion  on  Improving  Support  for  Parenting  and  Work-­‐
Life  Balance
Aija  Tuna,  ISSA  Program  Director,  was  invited  to  represent  ISSA  in  the  workshop  on  Developing  Support  to  Parents
through  Early  Childhood  Services  organized  by  theEuropean  Foundation  for  the  Improvement  of  Living  and  Working
Conditionson  November  27,  2009  in  Brussels.  This  foundation  is  an  autonomous  body  of  the  European  Union,
created  to  assist  in  the  formulation  of  future  policy  on  social  and  work-­‐related  matters.

The  workshop  aimed  to  look  at  how  early  childhood  services  are  providing  parents/care-­‐givers  with  educational  and
social  support,  and  how  these  services  can  contribute  to  more  effective  parenting.  Policymakers  and  experts  working
in  the  field  were  invited  to  present  and  discuss  good  practice  examples,  further  elaborating  and  adding  to  the
background  paper  “The  role  of  early  childhood  services  in  education  and  social  supports  to  parents”  prepared  by  Dr.
John  Bennett.

Workshop  was  opened  and  moderated  by  Robert  Anderson,  Head  of  Unit,  Living  Conditions  and  Quality  of  Life,
European  Foundation  for  the  Improvement  of  Living  and  Working  Conditions.  He  emphasized  that  in  today’s  situation
when  the  well-­‐being  of  families  and  children  is  challenged,  action  is  needed  from  different  stakeholders  to  provide
maximum  support  through  well-­‐coordinated  policies  and  their  implementation.  It  was  also  mentioned  that  the  new
focus  calls  for  increased  attention  to  services  for  school-­‐age  children,  as  the  needs  of  children  and  families  do  not
stop  when  children  enter  formal  compulsory  schooling.  Issues  of  social  inclusion  and  cohesion  as  well  as
reconciliation  of  work  and  family  life  are  still  at  the  core  of  attention  to  improve  quality  of  life  in  Europe.
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Olivier  Thevenon,  Social  Policy  Division,  Family  Database,  OECD,  provided  rich  information  on  available  data,  research
and  synthesis,  such  as  “Babies  and  Bosses”,  “Starting  Strong  I  and  II”,  “Doing  Better  for  Children”  etc.    OECD  Family
Database  includes  52  indicators  categorised  under  4  broad  headings:  family  composition  and  fertility  trends,  policies
supporting  families,  labour  market  outcomes,  and  children  outcomes  (health,  educational  achievement,  risky
behaviour)  and  can  suggest  areas  of  concerns  as  well  as  good  practices.

Fanny  Voitzwinkler,  Children’s  Rights  and  Family  Policies  Unit,  ‘Building  a  Europe  for  and  with  Children’  Programme,
Council  of  Europe,  presented  programs  developed  by  the  Council  of  Europe.  She  emphasized  that  the  key  issue  is  to
support  parents  in  the  best  interest  of  the  child.  Thus,  the  definition  of  good  parenting  includes  “parental  behaviour
based  on  the  best  interest  of  the  child,  that  is  nurturing,  empowering,  non-­‐violent  and  provides  recognition  and
guidance,  which  involves  setting  of  boundaries  to  enable  the  full  development  of  a  child”.  As  parenting  is  a  stressful
enterprise  for  any  individual  and  family,  it  is  important  to  avoid  labelling  parents  and  programs,  and  instead  to
provide  support  for  all  and  see  it  as  a  powerful  tool  for  social  cohesion.

Margy  Whalley,  the  founder  of  the  Pen  Green  Centre  for  Children  and  Families,  UK  shared  successful  experience  of
community-­‐based  initiatives  and  emphasized  that  “professionals  have  to  get  down  from  their  pedestals”  to  where
families  are,  listen  to  them  and  involve  them  without    “othering”  and  further  marginalizing.  It  was  also  emphasized
that  it  is  impossible  to  implant  a  program  (no  matter  how  successful)  in  another  place;  each  program  has  to  be
designed  and  adapted  according  to  the  situation  and  needs  of  the  particular  community  and  individuals.

During  workshop  discussions,  Léna  Szilvási  from  Sure  Start  Programme,  Hungary,  Vibeke  Bing,  Founder  of
Organisation  for  Promotion  of  Family  Centres,  Sweden,  Maria  Eracleous,  Pedagogical  Institute,  Ministry  of  Education,
Cyprus,  Veronica  Nilsson,  European  Federation  of  Public  Service  Unions,  Steen  Rasmussen,  Local  Government  /Danish
CEEP  section  and  others,  shared  their  experiences  and  approaches.  In  conclusion  Dr.  John  Bennett  stressed  that  the
need  for  more  support  to  parents  is  obvious  but  it  should  not  be  19th  century  type  of  support  with  moralization,
especially  about  the  role  and  responsibilities  of  mothers.

ISSA  is  pleased  to  be  involved  in  and  contribute  to  this  initiative,  especially  since  developing  partnerships  with
families  has  always  been  at  the  very  core  of  the  Step  by  Step  approach  and  is  strongly  incorporated  in  ISSA’s
understanding  of  quality  ECD,  synthesised  in  Competent  Teachers  of  the  21st  Century:  ISSA’s  Definition  of  Quality
Pedagogy.  In  addition  to  resources  related  to  ISSA’s  principles  of  quality  pedagogy,  the  ISSA  network  is  also  able  to
offer  other  relevant  resources,  such  as  the  activity  kits  for  families  Opening  Magic  Doors:  Reading  and  Learning
together  with  Children,  the  materials  developed  and  implemented  in  partnership  with  OSI:  Parenting  with
Confidence  and  Getting  Ready  for  School,  as  well  as  the  experience  of  the  network  in  setting  up  and  running
community-­‐based  programs.

For  more  information  about  the  workshop  contact  Aija  Tuna  or  visit:  www.eurofound.europa.eu.

ISSA  Network  Events:
Embracing  Inclusive  Approaches  for  Children  and  Youth  with  Special  Education  Needs
11-­‐14  July  2010  –  Riga,  Latvia

The  Riga  2010  Conference,  co-­‐organized  by  the  Council  for  Exceptional  Children  (CEC),  the  Division  of  International
Special  Education  and  Services  (DISES),  the  Center  for  Education  Initiatives  (CEI),  and  ISSA,  will  serve  as  ISSA's  2010
Annual  Conference.

International  ECD  News:
UNICEF’s  State  of  The  World’s  Children  report  commemorates  20  years  of  the
Convention  on  the  Rights  of  the  Child
A  special  edition  issue  of  UNICEF's  flagship  The  State  of  the  World's  Children  report,  tracking  the  impact  of  the
Convention  on  the  Rights  of  the  Child  and  the  challenges  that  remain,  was  released  19  November  2009  on  the  eve  of
the  20th  anniversary  of  the  Convention’s  adoption  by  the  UN  General  Assembly.  

http://www.issa.nl/docs_pdfs/Pedagogical-Standards-final-WEB.pdf
http://www.issa.nl/rc_kits.html
mailto:atuna@issa.hu
http://www.eurofound.europa.eu/
http://www.cec.sped.org/riga


View  report:  The  State  of  the  World's  Children  report  (PDF)

  “The  Convention  on  the  Rights  of  the  Child  is  the  most  ratified  human  rights  treaty  in  human  history,”  said  UNICEF
Executive  Director  Ann  M.  Veneman.    “It  has  transformed  the  way  children  are  viewed  and  treated  throughout  the
world.”

The  Convention  has  193  ratifications,  the  process  by  which  countries  decide  to  be  bound  by  the  articles  of  an
international  treaty.  It  articulates  a  set  of  universal  children’s  rights,  such  as  the  right  to  an  identity,  a  name,  and  a
nationality,  the  right  to  an  education,  and  rights  to  the  highest  possible  standards  of  health  and  protection  from
abuse  and  exploitation.

These  rights  are  based  on  four  core  principles  –  non-­‐discrimination;  the  best  interest  of  the  child  as  primary
consideration  in  matters  that  affect  them;  rights  to  life,  survival,  and  development,  and  respect  for  the  views  of
children.

The  Convention  also  identifies  the  obligation  of  governments  to  do  all  they  can  to  deliver  these  rights,  and
acknowledges  the  special  role  of  parents  in  their  children’s  upbringing.

The  State  of  the  World’s  Children  report  describes  the  timeless  relevance  of  the  Convention.

More  than  seventy  countries  have  incorporated  children’s  codes  into  national  legislation  based  on  the  Convention’s
provisions,  and  awareness  and  advocacy  on  child  protection  issues  have  increased  markedly  since  the  Convention
was  opened  for  signature  20  years  ago.

Considerable  progress  has  been  made  through  the  past  twenty  years:

The  annual  number  of  deaths  of  children  under  five  years  of  age  has  fallen  from  around  12.5  million  in  1990  to
an  estimated  8.8  million  in  2008,  representing  a  28%  decline  in  the  rate  of  under  five  mortality;  
Between  1990  and  2006,  1.6  billion  people  world-­‐wide  gained  access  to  improved  water  sources;
Globally,  around  84%  of  primary-­‐school-­‐age  children  are  in  class  today  and  the  gender  gap  in  primary  school
enrolment  is  narrowing;
Children  are  no  longer  the  missing  face  of  the  HIV  and  AIDS  pandemic;
Important  steps  have  been  taken  to  help  protect  children  from  serving  as  soldiers  or  trafficked  into
prostitution  or  domestic  servitude;  and
The  age  of  children  getting  married  is  rising  in  some  countries  and  the  number  of  girls  subjected  to  genital
cutting  is  gradually  falling.

But  children’s  rights  are  still  far  from  assured,  according  to  UNICEF.

“It  is  unacceptable  that  children  are  still  dying  from  preventable  causes,  like  pneumonia,  malaria,  measles,  and
malnutrition,”  said  Veneman.  “Many  of  the  world’s  children  will  never  see  the  inside  of  a  school  room,  and  millions
lack  protection  against  violence,  abuse,  exploitation,  discrimination,  and  neglect.”

The  rights  of  girls  still  require  special  attention.  The  majority  of  children  who  do  not  attend  primary  school  are  girls,
and  girls  are  more  likely  to  suffer  sexual  violence,  to  be  trafficked,  or  to  be  forced  into  child  marriage.  In  many
regions  they  are  less  likely  to  receive  essential  healthcare.

The  report  includes  special  expert  essays  from  public  and  private  sector  representatives,  alongside  examples  of  the
child  rights  situation  in  a  range  of  countries.

Many  of  the  expert  essays  offer  advice  on  the  role  the  Convention  can  have,  in  an  increasingly  populous,  urbanized,
and  environmentally  challenged  world,  over  the  next  20  years  and  beyond.  The  report  also  provides  a  range  of
suggestions  that  could  ensure  the  protection  of  children’s  rights  continues  to  advance.

More  than  160  events  are  took  place  worldwide  commemorating  the  20th  anniversary  of  the  Convention.  The  special
edition  of  The  State  of  the  World’s  Children  is  part  of  UNICEF’s  contribution  to  those  commemorations,  which  also
included  jointly  hosting,  with  civil  society  and  government  partners,  a  global  commemoration  and  panel  discussion
held  at  the  United  Nations  Headquarters  on  the  20th  of  November.

“The  big  challenge  of  the  next  20  years  is  to  firmly  position  the  best  interests  of  children  at  the  heart  of  all  human
activity,”  said  Veneman.  “It  is  our  collective  responsibility  to  ensure  every  child’s  rights  to  survival,  development,
protection  and  participation."



More  on  the  CRC:    http://www.unicef.org/rightsite/

For  further  information,  please  contact:
Rebecca  Fordham,  UNICEF  Media,  1  212  326  7162,  rfordham@unicef.org

Kate  Donovan,  UNICEF  Media,  1  212  326  7452,  kdonovan@unicef.org

UN  Approves  Guidelines  for  the  Alternative  Care  of  Children
On  the  occasion  of  the  20th  anniversary  of  the  UN  Convention  on  the  Rights  of  the  Child  on  20  November  2009,  the
United  Nations  General  Assembly  adopted  by  consensus  a  resolution  formally  welcoming  the  Guidelines  for  the
Alternative  Care  of  Children.  This  initiative  was  inspired  by  a  call  from  the  Committee  on  the  Rights  of  the  Child  in
2005  for  the  international  community  to  come  together  to  develop  guidelines  to  address  the  gaps  between
children’s  rights  and  the  reality  for  millions  of  vulnerable  children.  The  Guidelines  are  the  result  of  more  than  five
years  of  negotiation  and  discussion.

From  the  beginning  of  this  initiative,  numerous  child  rights  and  child  care  NGOs,  young  people,  UNICEF  and
academics  have  been  involved  in  the  development  and  promotion  of  the  Guidelines,  in  particular  through  the  NGO
Working  Group  on  Children  without  Parental  Care.  During  this  time  the  government  of  Brazil,  as  the  convenor  of  the
Group  of  Friends  consisting  of  17  supportive  states,  took  the  lead  in  ensuring  intergovernmental  involvement  and
commitment  in  the  advancement  of  the  Guidelines.

To  start  the  process  of  dissemination,  SOS  Children’s  Villages  International  and  the  International  Social  Service
launched  the  publication  “Guidelines  for  the  Alternative  Care  of  Children:  A  United  Nations  framework”,  with  a
foreword  from  Yanghee  Lee,  the  Chairperson  of  the  UN  Committee  on  the  Rights  of  the  Child.  It  includes  the  text  of
the  Guidelines  and  sets  of  introductory  questions  reflecting  on  national  policy.  

Click  here  to  download  the  publication  (pdf,  900  kb).  Printed  copies  of  this  publication  can  be  ordered  free  of  charge
at  pd-­‐service@sos-­‐kd.org

UN  Climate  Change  Conference  and  Early  Childhood:  Link  to  the  CG’s  blog
today!
Connect  to  the  Consultative  Group  on  Early  Childhood  Education  and  Care’s  BLOG
http://earlychildhoodclimate.blogspot.com/.    In  this  blog,  which  is  managed  by  Adrian  Cerezo  (Yale  University),  you
will  find  up  to  date  news  and  comments  regarding  early  childhood  and  climate  change  as  it  is  discussed  during  the
UN  Climate  Change  Conference,  7-­‐18  December  2009,  Copenhagen,  Denmark.  See  photos  of  the  CG's  booth  and
other  interesting  exhibits.

Resources:
ISSA  Book  Review:  Multilingual  Learning:  Stories  from  schools  and  communities
in  Britain
Edited  by  Jean  Conteh,  Peter  Martin,  and  Leena  Robertson
Published  by  Trentham  books,  Stoke  on  Trent,  UK  (2007)  
Reviewed  by  Dawn  Tankersley,  ISSA  Program  Consultant

This  book  demonstrates  that  learning  that  occurs  outside  the  formal  schooling  programs  in  community  based  cultural
and  linguistic  maintenance  programs  for  minority  ethnic  communities  in  Britain  make  significant  contributions  to
students’  learning.  As  would  be  expected,  proficiency  in  the  mother  tongue  is  increased.  The  additional  benefits  of
the  programs  include:  increased  proficiency  in  the  language  of  instruction  (in  this  case  English),  increased  proficiency
in  other  languages  taught  in  schools,  and  improved  school  performance  in  general.  The  book  suggests  that  these
successes  are  the  result  of  these  programs  correcting  the  subtractive  or  deficit  model  of  bilingualism  in  the  formal
school  system  (pg.  10)  that  focuses  on  “English  and  second  language”  support  (pg  137)  .  It  presents  the  results  of
these  maintenance  programs  through  the  stories  of  individual  teachers  and  learners  providing  information  for
researchers,  teachers,  teacher  educators,  and  policy  makers.

http://www.unicef.org/rightsite/
mailto:rfordham@unicef.org
mailto:kdonovan@unicef.org
http://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/Focus-areas/Children-and-family/Family-based-child-care/Documents/SOSpublication-Guidelines-AlternativeCare.pdf
http://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/Focus-areas/Children-and-family/Family-based-child-care/Documents/SOSpublication-Guidelines-AlternativeCare.pdf
mailto:pd-service@sos-kd.org
http://earlychildhoodclimate.blogspot.com/
http://earlychildhoodclimate.blogspot.com/


The  book,  through  the  stories,  shows  the  need  for  greater  support  of  these  kinds  of  programs.  Of  particular  note  are
the  following:

Even  though  formal  schooling  has  become  “aware  of  the  language  repertoire  of  children,  little  use  is  made  of
their  linguistic  and  literacy  knowledge,  as  well  as  their  metalinguistic  skills  they  have  learned  (pg.  19)”  in  these
programs.
Additional  ways  to  strengthen  the  ties  between  formal  schooling  and  families  and  communities.
The  knowledge  of  how  communities  respond  to  the  inequities  that  institutional  policies  that  support  the
homogenization  of  society  through  constructing  their  own  teaching  and  learning  spaces.
The  acknowledgement  that  different  pedagogical  approaches  that  are  used  in  these  programs  as  well  teacher
expectations  ad  perspectives  on  children  as  learners  should  be  valued.
Learning  from  these  programs  on  how  to  organize  instruction  for  mixed  ability  of  students  in  terms  different
levels  of  language  experience  and  home  backgrounds.
Acknowledging  the  role  of  pedagogy  in  building  cultural  and  learner  identity  and  the  positive  impact  that
trained  bilingual  teachers  have  on  their  students.

In  summary,  the  book  points  out  ways  to  improve  policy  and  practice  towards  language  learning.  There  is  a  need  to
build  closer  links  between  formal  schooling  and  these  programs  not  through  replacing  these  community  based
schools  and  making  them  part  of  the  formal  schooling  system  but  to  open  dialogue  and  to  learn  from  them.

Early  Childhood  Matters:  Realising  the  Rights  of  Young  Children:  Progress  and
Challenges

The  Bernard  van  Leer  Foundation’s  flagship  journal  reflects  on  twenty  years  of  the  UN  Convention
on  the  Rights  of  the  Child,  featuring  articles  discussing  various  aspects  of  the  CRC  and  General
Comment  7  on  implementing  child  rights  in  early  childhood.    The  issue  includes  an  article  written
by  Liana  Ghent,  ISSA  Executive  Director,  and  Dawn  Tankersley,  ISSA  Program  Consultant,  sharing
ISSA’s  rights  based  approach  to  education  for  Roma  children.    This  article  captures  ISSA’s  most
important  principles  related  to  quality  educational  experiences  for  pre-­‐school  aged  children,
revolving  around  inclusion,  democratic  practices  and  equity,  from  a  rights-­‐based  perspective.

http://www.bernardvanleer.org/publication_store/publication_store_publications/
realising_the_rights_of_young_children_progress_and_challenges/file

Effective  Early  Childhood  Programmes
Effective  Early  Childhood  Programmes  is  the  latest  in  the  Early  Childhood  in  Focus  series,  published
by  the  Bernard  van  Leer  Foundation  in  collaboration  with  the  Open  University,  which  provides
accessible  reviews  of  research  and  clear  messages  on  policy  issues.  It  outlines  the  case  for  early
childhood  programmes,  summarises  the  evidence  for  their  effectiveness,  and  considers  the
challenges  in  taking  them  to  scale.

http://www.bernardvanleer.org/publication_store/publication_store_publications/
effective_early_childhood_programmes/file

Children  in  Europe:  Issue  17  –  Twenty  Years  of  Children’s  Rights
Twenty  years  after  the  signing  of  the  Convention  on  the  Rights  of  the  Child  by  all  EU  countries,  Children  in  Europe
celebrates  the  anniversary  and  asks  what  has  this  meant  in  Europe,  examining  successes  and  failures  in  making  the
Convention  a  reality  for  Europe’s  children.  It  asks  Maalfrid  Grude  Flekkoy  -­‐  the  world’s  first  ombudsman  for  children,
together  with  the  UK’s  children’s  commissioners,  to  reflect  on  what  is  required  to  make  children’s  rights  meaningful
at  a  local,  national  and  EU  level.  And  it  looks  at  a  new  player  in  the  rights  field,  the  EU  itself  which  after  many  years  of
ignoring  children  has  now  committed  to  promote  and  protect  children’s  rights.

http://www.childreninscotland.org.uk/html/pub_tshow.php?ref=PUB0309

Realising  Respect  for  Young  Children
In  a  Bernard  van  Leer  Foundation  Working  Paper  published  in  September,  Shanti  George  looks  at  the  routine
disrespect  shown  to  young  children  in  everyday  life  and  examines  case  studies  from  Germany  and  Israel  to  show
what  respect  for  young  children  looks  like  in  practice.

http://www.bernardvanleer.org/publication_store/publication_store_publications/realising_the_rights_of_young_children_progress_and_challenges/file
http://www.bernardvanleer.org/publication_store/publication_store_publications/effective_early_childhood_programmes/file
http://www.bernardvanleer.org/publications/browse_by_series/publications_results?getSerie=Early%20Childhood%20in%20Focus
http://www.bernardvanleer.org/publication_store/publication_store_publications/effective_early_childhood_programmes/file
http://www.childreninscotland.org.uk/html/pub_tshow.php?ref=PUB0309
http://www.childreninscotland.org.uk/html/pub_tshow.php?ref=PUB0309
http://www.bernardvanleer.org/publication_store/publication_store_publications/too_young_for_respect_realising_respect_for_young_children_in_their_everyday_environments_a_cross-cultural_analysis/file


what  respect  for  young  children  looks  like  in  practice.

http://www.bernardvanleer.org/publication_store/publication_store_publications/
too_young_for_respect_realising_respect_for_young_children_in_their_everyday_environments_a_cross-­‐
cultural_analysis/file

Alternatives  to  the  Market  Model  in  ECEC
A  joint  publication  with  Bertelsmann  Stiftung,  an  August  addition  to  the  Bernard  van  Leer  Foundation's  Working
Papers  series  challenges  the  hegemony  of  the  market  model  in  early  childhood  education  and  care,  discussing
"democratic  experimentalism"  as  an  alternative.

http://www.bernardvanleer.org/publication_store/publication_store_publications/
there_are_alternatives_markets_and_democratic_experimentalism_in_early_childhood_education_and_care/file

New  study  shows  major  benefits  from  investing  in  child  care
A  major  new  Canadian  study  on  the  economics  of  early  learning  and  child  care  provides  important  additional
evidence  of  the  benefits  of  investing  in  the  sector.

The  study,  funded  by  the  Child  Care  Human  Resources  Sector  Council  (Canada),  found  that  investing  in  child  care
provides  the  greatest  economic  benefit  of  all  sectors  of  the  Canadian  economy:

Biggest  job  creator:  investing  $1  million  in  childcare  would  create  40  jobs:  at  least  43%  more  jobs  than  the
next  highest  industry  and  four  times  the  number  of  jobs  generated  by  $1  million  in  construction  spending.
Strong  economic  stimulus:  every  dollar  invested  in  childcare  increases  the  economy’s  output  (GDP)

For  more  information  visit:  http://cupe.ca/economics/study-­‐major-­‐benefits-­‐investing-­‐child

Events  organized  by  some  of  ISSA’s  partners:
CEC  2010  Convention  and  Expo
21-­‐24  April  2010  –  Nashville,  Tennessee,  United  States

20th  EECERA  Conference  2010  –  Knowledge  and  Voice  in  Early  Childhood:  who  knows,  who  speaks,  who  listens?
6-­‐8  September  2010  –  Birmingham,  United  Kingdom

Eurochild  7th  Annual  Conference  2010  –  Working  Together  to  End  Child  Poverty  –  Building  Effective  Partnerships
3-­‐5  November  2010  –  Orebro  Castle,  Sweden

NAEYC  Annual  Conference  and  Expo  2010
3-­‐6  November  2010  –  Anaheim,  California,  United  States

World  Forum  on  Early  Care  and  Education  2011
3-­‐6  May  2011  –  Honolulu,  Hawaii,  United  States

Holiday  Greetings  and  Wishes  from  ISSA:
As  the  year  draws  to  a  close,  and  we  reflect  on  our  experiences  as  advocates,  teachers,  parents,  and  friends,  we
would  like  to  recognize  the  beauty  that  lives  in  every  child.  In  order  to  nurture  each  child  as  they  grow  and  learn,  let
us  nourish  in  ourselves  the  qualities  we  hope  to  model  for  them,  whether  it  be  a  love  of  learning,  wonder  at  the
natural  world  around  us,  or  unselfishness,  integrity,  and  a  desire  to  work  to  improve  the  world  around  us.

http://www.bernardvanleer.org/publication_store/publication_store_publications/too_young_for_respect_realising_respect_for_young_children_in_their_everyday_environments_a_cross-cultural_analysis/file
http://www.bernardvanleer.org/publication_store/publication_store_publications/there_are_alternatives_markets_and_democratic_experimentalism_in_early_childhood_education_and_care/file
http://www.bernardvanleer.org/publication_store/publication_store_publications/there_are_alternatives_markets_and_democratic_experimentalism_in_early_childhood_education_and_care/file
http://cupe.ca/economics/study-major-benefits-investing-child
http://www.cec.sped.org/Content/NavigationMenu/ProfessionalDevelopment/ConventionExpo/default.htm
http://www.eecera2010.org/
http://www.eurochild.org/index.php?id=208&tx_ttnews%5btt_news%5d=336&tx_ttnews%5bbackPid%5d=185&cHash=7c800f03be
http://www.naeyc.org/naeyc/conference
http://worldforumfoundation.org/wf/wf2011/index.php



