TWG Children without Parental Care – National Survey  March 2009


National Survey on Children without Parental Care
 
The aim of this survey is to collect and collate available information and data concerning the situation of children without parental care across all Member States of the European Union in a structured format.  All information and data must be clearly referenced. The purpose is not to be scientifically rigorous or necessarily to have comparable data across all countries, rather we aim to assess what information and data is available and where the gaps are.  This information will support the recommendations and future advocacy work of the Eurochild Thematic Working Group on Children without Parental Care.
The list of specific data requests is only indicative. If this level of detail is not available in the existing data, please give details of whatever data is available.  

A first draft of the country fiches will be prepared for the Eurochild Members Exchange Seminar (23-24th June).  
Please return your country survey to (zsofia.bakonyi@eurochild.org) by 22 May 2009.
COUNTRY: ______________________________________________________

Contact details of person responsible 

Name: ______________________________________________________

Organisation: __________________________________________________________

Email: ______________   
Phone: _______________

1. Numbers of children in alternative care

· Full-time care in residential homes (paid staff with 16 or more children)
· Full-time care in residential home designated for children with disabilities (paid staff with 16 or more children) 
· Full-time care in residential home designated for children classified as “young offenders” (paid staff with 16 or more children)
· Family-type care in small residential home with paid staff with 15 or fewer children
· SOS Village (or similar) care

· Foster Care in a private individual’s home

2. Profile of children coming into alternative care

· Does child welfare legislation exclude poverty/material deprivation as a reason to be taken into care?

· What are the stated reasons for children coming in to care?

· How long is the average length of stay in care?

· What are the socio-economic circumstances of the family?

· Are there children coming from a certain geographic region or belonging to a certain minority overrepresented in alternative care? 

· Are statistics kept of the ethnic origins of children placed in alternative care?  If YES what do they show? 

· What evidence is there that children of economic migrants are placed in alternative care?

3. What is known about outcomes for children in alternative care?

· Education

· Conflicts with the law
· Health incl. mental health

· Employment

· Housing – no; of homeless that have a history of alternative care?

· Ability to parent their own children

4. Who has responsibility for children in alternative care in national government? 
· which Ministry/government agency/department?
· How are responsibilities shared? At which level – local/regional/national?
5. Are there specific regulations/ standards/ guidelines etc. to promote and protect the rights of children in alternative care? Are these available?

· Do the quality standards include provision for involvement of children and parents in the decision-making process? If so what are they?
· 
Are the standards part of the national child care legislation?
· 
Are there any reports on how these standards are applied and monitored in the care practice? 

6. Participation
· Is there a peer-lead group of children/young people who are living /have lived in institutional and/or foster care? Please provide details.

· Is there peer-lead group of parents with children in care? Please provide details.
7. How are children in alternative care dealt with in (a) UNCRC Committee recommendations to your national government (b) NAP/inclusion 
8. Data/ source of information 

· Are there official sources of information on children in alternative care and how accessible are they?
· How relevant is the information from different sources and how consistent is the methodology used by different sources for collecting information?
�  Children without Parental Care is the chosen title of the Eurochild Thematic Working Group.  The term is used interchangeably with children in alternative care, recognising that shared care arrangements with biological parents exist in some circumstances. It includes all children in the formal care system.  


Definition of ‘formal care’ (UNICEF/BCN): children placed separately from their birth parents, solely as a result of the need for alternative care and protection. It includes all forms of alternative care provision.





