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Members’ Exchange Seminar on Children without Parental Care

23-24 June 2009, Prague, Czech Republic

Poverty, Social Exclusion and Children Without Parental Care: Making the Links 
Background

Children without parental care are among those most exposed to poverty, exclusion and discrimination in Europe. Yet, despite the increased attention given by Member States to tackling child poverty and social exclusion, these children are under-reported in Member States 2008-2010 National Strategy Reports on Social Protection and Social Inclusion
. One reason for this may be the lack of reliable, comparable data on the situation of children in alternative care, placing limitations on our understanding of the links between poverty, social exclusion and child protection interventions. Children separated from parents as a result of economic migration are of increasing concern, although scarcely mentioned in Member States’ reports. The need to make the situation of children in alternative care, as well as those leaving care, more visible in child poverty and social inclusion reporting is therefore imperative, never more so than in the current financial crisis, with cuts in public spending already in evidence in some Member States.  

Members Exchange Seminars are held annually to facilitate debate and exchange of knowledge and experience on specific aspects of child poverty and social exclusion. They feed into Eurochild’s Thematic Working Groups, set up to strengthen Eurochild’s position as a repository of expertise on effective, evidence-based approaches to tackling child poverty and social exclusion. This seminar takes place in the context of Eurochild’s Thematic Working Group on Children Without Parental Care. 
Eurochild’s 3rd Members Exchange Seminar takes place in Prague on 23rd-24th June at the Courtyard Marriot Prague Flora.  See: www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/prgcy-courtyard-prague-flora/
Its title “Poverty, Social Exclusion and Children Without Parental Care: Making the Links” emphasizes the inter-linkages between poverty, social exclusion and children who are in, at risk of going into, or leaving alternative care. The aim is to identify key issues in achieving a better synergy between child protection policy and anti-poverty and social inclusion strategies at EU and national levels. 
The purpose is to share good practice and learn from children, young people and parents with experience of the care system. Eurochild will also share the initial results of Eurochild’s survey of Member States on the situation of children without parental care. The Seminar is open to all members of Eurochild and young people actively engaged in their organisations’ activities. It is also open to organisations with a clear interest in joining the network.  

NOTE: On 25-26th June Eurochild member SOS Children’s Villages is organizing a conference on ‘Leaving Care’ at Faculty of Philosophy and Arts, Charles University, Prague. The event is targeted at government and local authority representatives, academic experts, NGOs, employees of different institutional facilities, youngsters living in a system of alternative care, foster parents in the Czech Republic.  

For further details contact: Jan Folda, PR manager & National advocacy officer, Association of SOS children's villages, GSM: +420 724 367 736, E-mail: jan.folda@sos-vesnicky.cz
Seminar programme (provisional)


Tuesday 23 June 2009 

Session 1: INTRODUCTION & SETTING THE CONTEXT

9.00  Welcome 

Eurochild Secretary General

9.15 The Seminar Context : Objectives of the Thematic Working Group on Children Without Parental Care and Work to Date 

TWG Chair
Discussion 

10.00 Poverty, Social Exclusion and Children Without Parental Care: Inter-linkages and Policy Implications  

Alexandra Yuster, UNICEF Representative, Moldova and former Senior Advisor on Child Protection, UNICEF, New York

Discussion

10.45 BREAK

11.15 Children without Parental Care in England : The ‘Every Child Matters’ Strategy and ‘Care Matters: Time for Change’

Helen Jones, Advisor, Department for Children, Schools and Families, England, UK

Discussion

12.00 Children without Parental Care in Hungary: The 1997 Child Care Act and ‘Making Things Better for Children’ 2007

Maria Herczog, Family, Child, Youth Association, Hungary 

Discussion

12.45 Summing up & closing

TWG Chair
1.00 LUNCH 

Session 2 : EMPOWERING CHILDREN & YOUNG PEOPLE

Plenary (Chair to be decided)
14.00 ‘Hear by Right’ Standards Framework for Assessing and Improving Practice on the Active Involvement of Children and Young People in Alternative Care in Decisions that Affect Them 

National Youth Agency, England UK (with participation of young people)

Discussion

14.40  Quality 4 Children: Standards for Out-of-Home Child Care in Europe

SOS Children’s Villages, International Foster Care Organisation and FICE  International

Discussion

15.20 BREAK 

15.50 Life after Institutional Care: Equal Opportunities and Social Inclusion for Young People: Identification and Promotion of Best Practice

Young People’s Perspective, hosted by Amici de Bambini, Italy 

Discussion

16.30 Plenary discussion

Common principles and understandings that underpin the TWGs work

17.30 Close

EVENING SOCIAL EVENT

Wednesday 24 June 2009 

Session 3: EMPOWERING FAMILIES & PARENTS

Plenary (Chair to be decided)
9.00 Family Group Conferencing 

Rob van Pagee, Eigen-Kracht Centrale, the Netherlands

Sean O’Neill, Children in Wales, UK

Discussion

9.40 Working with Roma families: Experiences from the realisation of the EU Daphne project “Prevention of Forced Removal of Roma Children From Their Families to Institutional Care Through Support of Families and Dialogue with State Institutions”

Mgr Sri Kumar Vishwanathan, “Life Together” Association, Ostrava, Czech Republic 

Discussion

10.20 BREAK 

10.50 Parent-lead support groups of parents with children in care

Parent-lead group supported by the Joint Council for Child Issues, Denmark
Discussion

11.30 Plenary discussion

Common principles and understandings that underpin the TWGs work

12.30 LUNCH

Session 4 : FEEDING INTO THE NATIONAL & EUROPEAN AGENDA

Chair: TWG Chair
14.00 Transformation and unification of the system of care for vulnerable children in the Czech Republic  

Mgr. Klára Laurenčíková, Deputy Minister, Ministry of Education, Youth and Sport 

Mgr. Barbara Resnerova, Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs

Response by Doc. PhDr. Oldřich Matoušek and PhDr. Hana Pazlarova, Charles University 
15.00 Round Table debate on recommendations from previous sessions

· Implications for influencing the EU policy agenda

· Implications for influencing national policy agenda 

· Links between child protection policy and anti-poverty and social inclusion strategies.

· Recommendations for action for Eurochild TWG

16.00- 16.30 Summing up & closing

Registration procedure



Members interested in participating in the Seminar should complete the registration form and send it to the Eurochild Secretariat by 23rd April 2009. Please note that members nominating young people to participate must take full responsibility for the health, safety and conduct of the young people whilst traveling to and from the event and during the programme of activities. The written consent of parents (or persons with parental authority) for young people under 18 to participate must also be obtained. 



Eurochild is an international network of organisations working across Europe to improve the quality of life of children and young people. Our work is based on the principles of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. The fight against child poverty and social exclusion is at the heart of our work programme. Eurochild AISBL is supported by the European Commission within the European Community Programme for Employment and Social Solidarity (2007-2013). The views expressed by Eurochild do not necessarily reflect the position or opinion of the European Commission.
You may contact Eurochild at :

1-2 Avenue des Arts 

B-1210 Bruxelles, Belgium 

Tel. +32 (0)2 511 70 83/  Fax +32 (0)2 511 72 98

Email : admin@eurochild.org Website : http://www.eurochild.org
� Joint Report on Social Protection and Social Inclusion 2009 http://ec.europa.eu/employment_social_spsi/strategy_reports
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