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Working together to foster inclusion in Central Asia,  
FEIS and CIE

Two ISSA members from central Asia, the Foundation Education Initiatives Support (FEIS) 
from Kyrgyzstan and the Center for Innovations in Education (CIE) from Azerbaijan, 
created a training to promote inclusive education.

Within this particular project, CIE created a training focusing on inclusive education. The program is for the 

professional development of those who work in early childhood education, and was attended by organizations 

that are under the mentoring and supervision of FEIS.



18

K
Y

R
G

Y
Z

S
TA

N

2018 peer learning activities overview

FEIS reached out to a group of 

25 professionals from 9 organi-

zations who work in Kyrgyzstan 

and were committed to learn the 

new methodology. Some received 

an introductory training on the 

inclusive education methodology 

(3 days) and others a training of 

trainers (2 days).

	 FEIS consists of a team of 

passionate professionals. They 

all fiercely support the values of 

diversity, equality and inclusion, 

as all the members of ISSA do, 

in their networking and personal 

communication. 

	 The participants were highly 

satisfied and both training sessions 

received very good evaluations. 

	 After seeing such proficiency 

and excellent work done, their phi-

losophy won’t be a surprise. It says: 

“the improvement of every individual 

life and society in general, is only 

possible through the improvement 

of education”. So there we have it: 

they view education as a compre-

hensive and enduring process, which 

proceeds throughout the whole life 

and broadens people’s horizons. 

	 Their motto is: “let’s work 

together!”

This PLA has trained

25
professionals from

9
organizations 
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“Green playing and learning” by SARDES

Nature and natural materials are a rich source for playing, learning and exploring. Early 
childhood is also an optimal time to develop life-long ecological values and habits, as well as 
facilitate a loving connection with nature.

Young children love nature. In 

this PLA, trainers will be trained 

to teach preschool and early years 

teachers how they can enrich their 

program with the ethics of “earth 

care, people care and fair share” 

from permaculture, and use the 

natural curiosity of young children 

to explore and discover nature.

	 The activities have been devel-

oped by SARDES (the Netherlands) 

and by the Neohumanist Education 
Association (Romania). In the train-

ing “Green playing & learning,” ear-

ly childhood development (ECD) 

teachers learn how to use young 

children’s curiosity for nature and 

how to embed the permaculture 

principles.

	 Green playing and learning is 

not a fixed activity program but 

it can be used to complement an 

existing ECD activity program. This 

PLA is a two-day training for train-

ers who work with preschool and 

early years teachers who wish to 

give nature and nature play a more 

important and substantial place in 

their daily program with the young 

children. The trainers will receive a 

fully designed training program, a 

set of inspirational “seeds” from 

the “children in permaculture” cur-

riculum and an elaborated example 

of an activity cycle with activities 

around the theme “the snail”.

	 The PLA is designed for those 

ISSA members with experience in 

training and coaching profession-

als who work with young children 

(especially those at risk) who would 

like to expand their repertoire.  

The activities will be completed in 

May 2019.
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Methods for a Competent Early Childhood System, 
City of Ghent

The City of Ghent Childcare Unit 

(Belgium) and the Center for 

Educational Initiatives (Latvia) will 

share expertise on inclusion in an 

early childhood environment.

	 This PLA will be finalized over 

the course of 2019. Professionals 

with a vocational degree and 

working with diversity (social in-

clusion) will be involved. The two 

organizations will exchange good 

practices with particular focus on 

the transition from childcare to 

education. 

	 Both organizations will visit 

centers of care and schools in the 

other country. Representatives 

from local municipalities will also 

be involved. 

	 The local Flemish context of 

vocational secondary education 

for daycare professionals, a raised 

retirement age and a growing 

diversity of children and families 

brings challenges and leads to 

lifelong learning for daycare staff. 

	 The City of Ghent seeks to cope 

with those challenges by re-inventing 

themselves on a daily basis and looks 

for new innovative ideas in order to 

permanently enhance the quality of 

services for children. 

	 Therefore, innovation and ex-

changing experiences on working 

with these themes will be at the 

center of this PLA.



Our Supporters
We would like to thank our supporters who were central in making this work possible:

ISSA International  

Step by Step Association

Child Rights Home

Hooglandse Kerkgracht 17-R

2312HS Leiden, the Netherlands

  www.issa.nl

  ISSA on Facebook 

  ISSA on Twitter

  ISSA on LinkedIn

https://issa.nl
https://www.facebook.com/ISSAECD
https://twitter.com/ISSA_ECD
https://www.linkedin.com/company/issa-netherlands/

